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ANCIENT SAINTS. 


iT may not be uninteresting or useless for strangers and pilgrims 
irequently to compare their present state with that of those who 
lived in years that have long since passed away. I have just been 
tracing the history of some of the ancient saints. It will be my 
object to give a brief sketch of their character and religious worship. 
In the first place, I shall remark on the nature of the worship which 
they rendered to Jehovah. 

It was spiritual and sincere. God is a spirit. In every age he 
has required spiritual worship. New moons, solemn assemblies, 
appointed feasts, ceremonies merely, God has never regarded with 
approbation. On this subject Abel though dead yet speaketh. “The 
Lord had respect unto Ais offering, but unto Cain, and to his offer- 
ing, he had not respect.” J ehovah searched the hearts of these 
worshippers, and beheld the feelings and motives which accompan- 
ied their sacrifice. The nature of their worship will also be illus- 
trated while we contemplate 

The mode in which their obedience was manifested. 

Sincere attachment to the service of Jehovah is exhibited by yield- 
ing cheerful obedience to all his commands. The ancient saints 
were required to regard various external observances, which are 
now done away in Christ. A cordial compliance with these requi- 
sitions as fully proved their regard to the authority of God, as the 
performance ef the command, “ go, preach my gospel,”? or “ enter 
into thy closet,” proves any sincerity in those who obey them. In 
each of these cases the external observance of the command would 
afford no decisive evidence of sinceritv. ‘The worship of the ancient 
saints, therefore, although it was connected with burdensome rites 
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and ceremonies, might withal be spiritual and sincere. The degree 
of knowledge they possessed respecting the nature of these rites, 
and how far they regarded their sacrifices as typical of the Messiah 
will deserve special consideration in another place. 

While reflecting on the system of divine worship which was car 
ried into effect in the first ages of the world, one cannot resist the 
impression of its grandeur, and magnificence. ‘There seems to be 
thrown around it a splendour of imagery which is caleulated at once 
to awaken curiosity and veneration. Go back to the period wher 
Jehovah came down upon Sinai, and spake. Examine, for instance 
the construction of the tabernacle. See the ark, and the mercy-seat 
of pure gold overspread by the wings of the golden cherubims. Be 
hold the vessels; the lamps, dishes, spoons and bowls; the blue. 
purple, scarlet, and fine-twined linen. Witness the approach of 
Aaron with his holy garments on; the ephod, the breast-plate set 
with precious stones; the robe of the ephod with a bell and a pome- 
granate, a bell and a pomegranate round the hem. “ The cloud of 
the Lord was upon the tabernacle by day, and fire was upon it by 
night.” 

It is needless to introduce the almost innumerable instruments 
connected with this system. Suffice it to say, “ all this was as the 
Lord commanded.” 

But why was all this apparently ostentatious display? Is this 
heathenism ? Quite unlike it. The system which we have been 
considering exhibits a greatness and dignity which casts every 
heathen system into insignificance and littleness. No human mind 
ever contrived such asystem. It came from Jehovah’s hand. Does 
any one ask the reason why he was pleased to introduce it? Our 
only reply is, “ That if the first covenant had been faultless, then 
should no place have been sought for the second.” This dispensa- 
tion was designed for the earlier ages of the world. Life and im- 
mortality were not yet brought to light. Jehovah gradually made 
known to them his will, and the glories of his character. The bright 
lizht of noon-day did not break upon them in the morning. 

In those days of darkness, when nearly ali that was known was 
communicated through types and shadows, this system seems weil 
calculated to strike the mind with majesty and awe, and leave an 
impression of the power and glory of Jehovah. 

We shall now take a brief view of the knowledge which the an 
cient saints possessed. 
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They lived, as it were, in darkness, and the shadow of death. 
The trve light which came into the world to enlighten mankind, had 
not ye! appeared. Even those who may be supposed to possess the 
mos’ know'edge of Ged, and of his design to save men by Jesus 
Christ, saw as through a glass darkly. Various external symbols 
were no doubt designed to lead their minds forward to the time 
when the great sacrifice for sin was to be offered up; but their 
views of the nature of this sacrifice were faint and‘obscure. 

Their knowledge of themselves as rational and moral beings, and 
of their relations to each other, was extremely limited. ‘This was 
especially the case before the time of Moses. The law was not then 
givep. How could they discover their duty? Abraham, and Lot, 
and others, were probably insensible of the impropriety of their cou- 
duct when they performed those deeds which we should be so ready 
justly to condemn. Polygamy, which was so prevalent in after 
ages, especially in the time of David and his successors, seems to 
have been no where prohibited. It was reserved to a more glorious 
dispensation fully to make known the will of God respecting the 
duties which men owed to him and to their fellow-men. 

This cursory view which we have now taken, shows us that we 
ought to treat with tenderness those ancient saints whose names 
have come down to us consecrated by the veneration of ages, and 
who are highly esteemed for their work’s sake. Let us beware lest 
we judge rashly ; and instead of censuring those who lived at an 
early period of the world, let us remember that, “ ‘To whom much 
is given, of them much will be required.” What if Abraham was 
now on the earth, and permitted to behold the light which the gospel 
sheds on the duties and hopes of man? Would he not “ awake to 
righteousness, and sin not’’? Would he not press forward far 
beyond many, who are now in the christian race? Would not his 
faith be more conspicuous, more influential, than it was four thou- 
sand years ago? Weuld not the promises of God brighten his pros- 
pects and enliven all his powers? Yes. In his eagerness to lay hold 
on the hope set before him, he would leave in the wilderness of sin 
many poor pilgrims who had lost their way. 

What solicitude would he manifest that his natural descendants 
might be engrafted into their own olive tree. But his benevolence 
would not be confined to his own children merely: all who are aliens 
from the commonwealth of Israel, he would strive to bring nigher 
to the blood of Christ. His faith in the promise that Christ shal! 
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have the heathen for his inheritance would be unshaken. If agams/ 
hope he believed in hope, what animation would fill his soul when he 
saw the Prince of Peace actually taking possession of some parts of 
the heathen world! What faith would he exercise! what love, 
yea, what zeal, vea, what solicitude! Let us then, seek to attain 
a more extensive view of God’s promises, and a livelier faith. Let 
it be our object to dispel the prevailing darkness, by spreading the 
“true light.” Fellow strangers in this distant land, let us awake to 
the welfare of souls—to the interests of Jehovah’s kingdom. 





REASONS FOR THERE BEING SO FEW OPEN INFIDELS. 


THE last century greatly abounded with infidel writers ; and 
many in Eurepe and America were corrupted and ruined, through 
ihe influence of their poisonous productions. So rapid was the pro- 
gress of infidelity in France, in the time of their revolutionary in- 
fatuation, that their leading characters soon appeared with the names 
of Atheism and blasphemy in their ForrnEADs ! 

Though deistical sentiments had many advocates before in these 
States, yet the American revolutionary war produced that friendly 
alliance and intercourse with France, which prepared the way for 
the move abundant diffusion of their deleterious principles among 
our citizens ; and, as might be expec ted, many unprincipled minds 
were greatly captivated by the fascinating c charms of French philo- 
sophy. This, for a short season, threatened to inundate our coun- 
try with a flood of error and immorality. But for several years the 
moral state of our nation has assumed a more favourable aspect ; i— 
the age of open infidelity seems to be hastening to its close; and I 
think it a matter of no small consequence to inquire after the cause 
of this wondertul change in the morai complexion of things. It will 
be proper, in the first place, te speak negatively on this point. 

1. We cannot assign as a reason for the paucity of open infidels 
that the people of the present age, in general, have cordially em- 
braced the soul-humbling doctrines of Christ. If we may judge of 
the moral characters of our fellow men by their fruits, as the Sav 
iour hath directed us, when we view the great pr edominancy of vice, 
error, contempt of the Redeemer, of his sabbaths and other divine 
institutions, together with the love of the world and sinful pleasures, 
we are constrained to draw up this melancholy conclusion, that a 
large majority of the present inhabitants of this land are walking 
cnemies lo the cross of Christ,—who inind earthly things. 

Uf. Nor can the diminution of open intidels be accounted for upon 
the presumption ‘hat sinners, while in their unsanctified state, are 
more reconciled to the character and precepts of Christ than they 
were in the ape sof infidelity. It is uniformly true, in ever 5 period 
of time, that the carnal mind is enmity against God : and that no 
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thing short of the power of divine grace will effectually subdue this 
enmity, and extirpate those roots of infidelity which are the sponta 
neous prodaction of every depraved heart. 
But to speak affirmatively 

1. One reason why the number of open infidels has lately dimin 
ishe’, may have arisen from the frequent and powerful revivals of 
religion, in different parts of our country, within these twenty vears 
past. And thongh but a small proportion of the inhabitants, com- 
pared with the whole, have been made the subjects of this work, 
yet from accounts which have been published, and from other sour- 
ces of information, it appears that a goodly number, whe had im 
bibed the principles of deism, have been convinced of their fatal et 
ror, humbled at the feet of a crucified Redeemer, and brought. 
with Thomas in view of his character, to exclaim, “My Lord and 
my God.” These, through their deep contrition for their past ag 
gravated sins, and by their labours and prayers, have been instru 
mental in the conversion of some of their former deistical compan 
ions, and of putting others to silence; and it has served to shut the 
mouths of stubborn unbelievers, in a great measure, when thev have 
witnessed the conversion of many from the most respectable fami- 
lies in society. 

‘ HI. The publication of Thomas Paine’s .fg¢¢ of Reason, as he styl 
ed it, has, as I apprehend, eventually proved almost fatal to the 
cause he designed to establish. He had, doubtless, with much la 
bour gleaned his sentiments from a host of deistical writers. who 
had preceded him ; and though for a short season his book was very 
popular with those who were of the same school, yet his writings 
were so replete with raillery and sophistry, and so highly spiced 
with indecent sallies of wit, that, after a number of able dejooders 
of the Christian faith had, by pouring an overwheiming flood of light 
upon the subject, exposed the false, the deformed. the obscene and 
blasphemous features of this illegitimate child of Reason, bis warm 
est admirers were willing that it should soon sleep with its father.’ 
And we may conclude that the old serpent himself was convinced 
that he had overacted, by entrusting an engine which had proved so 
helpful to his cause in the hands of this eccentric novice. He now 
thought it high time to change his mode of attack upon the Christian 
faith. Hence he next had recourse to his ancient Egvptian game, 
by exciting men of corrupt minds to resist the truth, in the like 
manner that he influenced Jannes and Jambres to withstand Moses, 
by mimicking his miracles with their enchantments. He therefore 
set about persuading such as were under the influence of deistical 
principles speedily to put on the mask of christianity, and to pro 
fess to be fellow-workers with the servants of Christ. He prompt 
ed his most skilful friends to revive all the ancient liberal sentiments 
that were not needed under the reign of infidelity, and to fabricate 


* The late Dr. Livingston, of New-York, in his remarks upon Paine’s Age 
of Reason, has the following severe sentence: * After the Christian religion 
has long withstood the attacks of the roaring Lion, it is a pity it should be 
assaulted by the brayings of an Ass.” 
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as many new heresies as would be sufficient to suit the various tastes 
of all such as continued under the power of a depraved heart. 

I1f. Hence, we have arrived at a more satisfactory reason, why 
the number of openly professed deists has so greatly diminished of 
late. Christianity is now so modelled and diversified by liberal 
men, that those w vho continue enemies to sound doctrine may em- 
brace something under the name of religion, and secure their repu- 
tation among the more lax class of men, though their tenets be ever 
so erroneous. Matters have now come to this, that the most cor- 
rupt schism in religion is more creditable than professed infidelity. 

Several deductions will now be made from what has been offered 
on this subject. 

l. if the writer’s observations are correct, it will follow that re- 
ligious sentiments which are fundamentally erroneous are no better 
than downricht intidelity, and will be as unavaiiing to men’s salva- 
tion. It is plain si all false schemes in religion are reconcilable 
with an unholy ani selush heart. Yea, such as shield themselves 
from the terrors of the law under the rubbish of error, are commonly 
at a greater remove from the conviction of their guilt and danger, 
than the most profligate sinners. This idea is coniirmed by the fol- 
lowing address of Christ to the self- righteous Jews; “ Verily, I say 
unto you, the publicaus and harlots go into the kingdom of Ged be- 
fore you.” 

Il. It follows, that there never was a greater delusion imposed 

upon sinners by the god of this world, than to persuade them that 
it is no matter what sentiments persons embrace, if they are but 
sincere in their belief. It may be asked, whether for one sincerely 
to believe a lie will convert it into truth? Or whether the sincerity 
of any sinners can be more virtuous than that of the blinded scribes 
and Pharisees, who honestly believed that God was their father, 
and that they were the heirs of eternal life; while Christ, who clear- 
ly discerned their hypocrisy, told them plainly “they could not es- 
cape the damnation of hell” 

I{f. From a view of this subject, we find there are many condi- 
tional believers, under the light of the gospel, who are ready to yield 
their assent to the truth of the Bible, provided they can, as they 
imagine, draw sentiments from it that are congenial to the selfish 
feelings of their depraved hearts ; but when, by fair and irresistable 
arguments, they are driven from this hollow ground, they reject 
the whole as fabulous. 

The following anecdote will confirm the above assertion. 

A certain man, in the pr ime of life, some sixty years ago, remove 
ed to the town of tie went to hear their minister, who 
preached more or less what is commonly called Calvinism. ‘This 
man was so disturbed with the sentiments of the preacher that he 
concluded he would try a minister of a different denomination.— 
Here he found himself much gratified with the smooth A&rminian 
sentiments which he heard; but thought it would be inconsistent to 
unite himself with any religious persuasion until he became ac- 
quainfed with their Articles of Faith. On ex amining their homilies 
he found they contained Calvinism. ‘This put him upon a mere 
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thorough search of the scriptures, and his conclusion was, “1 find 
Calvinism in the Bible.’ This led him to renounce the sacred 
oa as false. He lived many years and gained a number of pro 
selytes to his fatal scheme, and died a professed deist ! 
Query. Should our modern liberal men be driven from the ground 
they now occupy, would not their last resort be deism ? 


H L. 





A VAIN RESOLUTION 


ZION mourned because few came to her solemn feasts. Sinners 
triumphed, for they saw that hated Jerusalem was desolate. The 
followers of the Lamb could not but be alarmed. T hey saw many 
for whom the Lord of Glory died, thoughtless and fearless, rushing 
to destruction. They saw themselves, who once felt the influence 
of the Spirit of grace, now unmindful of their high calling, regardless 
of their glorious destiny. 

C. was at a conference when they were inquiring what must be 
done, that those happy days might return when God was with them. 
They must do something: Cc. ‘thought, I must not be idle; I must 
do something. She had “only two years before pr ofessed the name 
of Christ; but that would have been a long time had she been 
zealously engaged in religion. But it had not been so; she had 
been neglectful of duty, and had done nothing, (could she be a 
christian t) had done nothing for her Saviour. Now she must do 
something. She knew indeed, that with herself the work must first 
commence; that it was her first duty to return to God. This was 
not all: others required her aid. She was a feeble instrument, but 
she had many friends who would be lost forever, unless, perhaps, 
they might be saved by her exertions. She would not trust to gene- 
ral hs wonky for these she had often broken. She recollected that 
her minister had requested that his people would visit him to con- 
verse on subjects relating to their eternal welfare. Few had gone: 
they were afraid to be thought serious. Here, then, she would begin : 
she would send to Mr. M. and request the favour of meeting with 
her friends at his house, that he might converse and pray with them. 

She would then inform her companions that there was to be a meeting 
at Mr. M’s. Knowing that it would be pleasant to him, they would 
the more readily attend. T hey would wish to be polite to their 
minister. It would not look so much like acknowledging the im- 
portance of religion to go to an appointed ineeting as “to ad) alone. 
C. had no doubt that nearly all to whom she should mention it 
would attend. Already she had begun to anticipate the delight 
with which the good man would receive them. She saw the fire of 
love kindle in his eye, while he told them of the way that leads to 
life. She saw the holy and affectionate concern which marked his 
countenance, while he warned them to flee from the wrath of God. 
From her younger companions she heard the sigh of anguish and the 
solemn inquirv, What must we dof Ng own heart was humbled, 
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and she, filled with deep contrition for past unfaithtalness, had 
~asied, “ Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” She indulged the 
blisstul vision farther. Her fmends would retarn home, not as they 
came, but deepiy affected with their sin and danger. Others seeing 
their solicitude would feel that it was equally important for them to 
find the way of life. The feeling would spread: the whole tows 
would humble itself before God. Soon some would be brought to re 
joice in a crucified Saviour. They would see the character of 
Jehovah, lovely in justice and in mercy. They would see how 
we ough © hrist = could be just, and the justifier of him that believ. 
‘hn inJesis. Christians would be filled with joy and love, and be- 
holt ling the sovereign mercy of God would say, “ even so, Father, 
for so it seemeth good in thy sight.” Angels would reyorc e to see 
new honours given to their King, yt all the spirits of the just would 
say, Allelulia. C. would have continued her reflections, but the 
quesuon arose, have [ the self-denying spirit which will enable me to 
beylu such a work? It is vain for me to think that it is the labour 
ot a day, or that there will be no difficulties to encounter?’ Am [ 
ready to begin immediately > There is no need of hurrying. §[t is 
better te consider, and be careful not to exhibit more zeal than 
knuwledge. But were not sinners in the most imminent danger: 
wouid § they not go to destruction uniess some one made an effort; 
and wiv was under greater obligations than C.? Again, she thought. 
[mu-t do something. But she might pray for her companions ; and 
wha tme had she to do more? There were already more meet 
ings ‘han she could attend. She finally found excuses sufficient to 
deier her from engaging in any thing which might be for the benefit 
of vihers. Contemplatiag the difficulties only, she disregarded the 
greatness of the ovject, and the recompense of ‘reward. Thus ended 
ali her delightful antictpations ; so soon the ardent flame which had 
been kindled in her breast was extinguished. Still there are as 
many as before who are far from righteousness, and exposed to the 
wrath of an offended Saviour. Companions of C. you may go on 
unwarned to the regions of death. C. has no time to pray for you 
or to try to draw you tu the — She once indeed cherished the 
delightful hope that she might be employed to lead you to set your 
alfections on more euduring things than earthly pleasures. “Bur 
these hopes are blasted, for she cannot deny herself. Think you 
that your souls are worth as much as her employments and amuse- 
menis? Think you that immortality is as important as time: 
Trifle with eternity, laugh at the terrors of your angry Judge, slight 
a proffered Saviour, and in the flower y paths of sin travel to the land 
of eternal deathnL. j is willing—y es, W illing that you should die. 


C.c 


A SABBATH EVENING CONVERSATION. 


I'l’ was a beautiful evening of July, when Mr. and Mrs. Erskine 
vat down in their neat piazza to enjoy the scenery which lay before 
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them, and to relieve the thoughtful seclusion of the day by social in 

tercourse, The dav was closing with great serenity and splendou : 
the sun had already sunk down behind the western mountains and 
begun his dark course to the east: the clouds had gathered over the 
valley, which embosoms the village. in an awning richly coloured, 
and were reflected to the inhabitant of the hill side, by a pool clear 
as molten amber. To a stranger, the whole might seem enchant 

ment; the pool and its murmuring outlet—the hills rising on all 
sides irregular among the clouds—the woodlands enlivened by the 
sons and daughters of music—the vouth walking forth as if to con- 
verse with the genius of the valley—the prattling children breaking 
away from long and wearisome confinement, not noisy, and vet not 
still,—all conspired to affect the mind of the stranger delightfully. 
The Erskins, however, were little moved by what they had so often 
beheld. They were conscious of no higher emotions than those of 
a general and tranquillizing nature. The scene had been so fre- 
quently repeated, and in such variety of colouring, that admiration 
had ceased to wonder. The creations of fancy alone could not ex- 
eed it in the richness, which the ever varying aspect of the clouds 
imparted. It was the spot of ground their earliest ancestor, on this 
side of the Atlantic, had chosen; and they felt, and they would 
deem it base net to feel, a few generous throbings of self-compla- 
cency at the pleasure which visitors expressed respecting the site of 
their mansion. 

Such being their feelings, only a moment passed in admiring God 
in the beauties of his works. They expressed, in a few werds, the 
eratitude they felt for the goodly heritage he had given them. 
~ Seon after Mr. Erskine with his wife had taken possession of the 
piazza, they were joined by a daughter and two neighbours. When 
the first civilities were passed a short silence ensued, but was quickty 
broken. 

« We have had a fine day since the slight shower ia the morn- 
ing,” said Mr. Barber. _ 

“ Very fine,” responded Mr. Erskine, “ and not altogether an 
anfit emblem of a man’s life, whose youth has been overhung with 
clouds, but his old-age serene with christian hope and heaven-bern 
joys.—I was gratified to see the audience to-day so large.” 

« The house was quite full,’ added Mr. Barber, “ It is good te 
see folks go to meeting, even if they seem to be very little benetit- 
ted. What is it that so benumbs our minister—makes him so dull— 
inactive? Such an assembly, I should suppose, would stir up a 
man’s blood, quicken his very pulse, make iN passions boil in him. 
If he would only let loose his feelings, he might raise us all to deeds 
of holy living. Were our dives depending eu the plea he makes, 
would he stand so like the monumental marble, cold and motionless. 
Go to court and hear some of our lawyers. ‘They get into a man’s 
ease—-work up their feelings, fancy themselves in the situation of 
the culprit ; how likea torrent they bare one along with them—tforce 
our belief of what they say, so that we think both sides of the ques- 
tion to be true. But the minister of the Gospel, who speaks not 
where mortal life is suspended, not where mere temporary happi- 
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ness 1s concerned, but whose plea relates to the immortal destinw 
of every man that hears his voice, talks on, as if talking were his 
trade, reads his notes as the school-boy does his lesson, with eyes 
downcast, intent mainly to decypher his hasty scrawling. Now ali 
this I dislike. Iam not surprised that we get no more good from 
preaching. 

«] acknowledge,” said Mr. Erskine, “there is too much truth im 
your representation. We are creatures of feeling: I have need to 
be addressed as such. But”— 

« Acknowledge!” interrupted Mr. Barber, “ There is too much 
apology in the word. The subject admits no glossing—it glares in 
every child’s face.” 

«Ves, but? — 

« Now recur for a moment to the sermon this afternoon. [t con 
tained, we must allow, much good sense. The sentiment was well 
supported ; the divisions appeared to be appropriate and imgenious : 
though, by the way, I thought his second inference forced, and not 
easily traced to his subject. But, after all, say what we will, and 
much we may justly say in favour of his talents, he missed his point. 
He reasoned too much: few could follow his argument; and stilt 
fewer felt disposed to reason on thaé subject, which none dispute. 
He seemed to imagine that we were all at sword’s points with him 
about the issue of his subject, contesting every principle he advanc- 
ed. It was not so. Every man’s conscience assented to almost 
every proposition, one after another, as soon as announced. 
We were all waiting to see what use he would make of the truath— 
how he would apply it to our own case. The attention of the audi- 
ence was generally fixed ; but fixed, not so much on the chain of ar 
eumentation, as to have their own hearts affected by the bursting of 
passion which they anticipated after he had convinced them of the 
truth of his position. But his passions flow as philosophically as his 
reason. 

“ You have given my views,” said Mrs. Erskine, “ even better 
than I could have described them myself. [ thought he would have 
it, that we disbelieved every thing he said. 6 

« Indeed,” rejoined Mr. Barber, “ he seemed determined to make 
us think we really differed from him; and yet he knows there are 
not five men that hear him, who would not without controversy yield 
full evidence to that part of his creed.” 

Mr. Erskine. “ You know very well, Mr. Barber, that men need 
line upon line. Our minds are such that known truths must be often 
repeated—presented in different lights—viewed from several posi- 
tions to affect the mind of all. Some will catch it in this attitude. 
others in that. ‘The judicious minister will “ not always address 
one class of his hearers. He will suit his subjects, and his manne: 
of discussing them to their various tastes; dividing to each a portion 
in due season. Sometimes instructing the ignorant, sometimes 
alarming the careless, now comforting the dejected, now reproving 
the backsliders, and often convincing practical gainsayers.”’ 

« Most cheerfully,’ said Mr. Barber, “do I subscribe to this 
definition of a judicious preacher; and have only to regret that 
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vou exclude the greater part of ministers with whom T am acquaint 

ed, frem the circle you define. They may, indeed, divide the audi 

ence into classes, differing in some respects from one another ; as 
the voung, the aged, the careless sinner and the engaged christian. 
the proud and the hamble; but still, in other respects these classes 
are made up of one general class. To Se plain, most ministers ap 

pear to agree in this, however in other things they may disagree, to 
regard us all as stoic philosophers—destitute of passions—and only 
to be affected by cold demonstration. Were we atheists, were we 
infidels, did we deny the doctrines of religion, it, would be proper to 
reason with us; but even m that case thes must enlist our feelings 
if they would see us profited by the reasoning. Let them boldly ad- 
dress me, as if it were a conceded point that I believe their message, 
and I should not think of taking reffuge in my supposed error; they 
would have me, of course, at their command, and could show mv 
heart its deformity in acting so inconsistently with my professions, 
and humble me in view of the warfare between my | aha and 
passions. e 

«“ You have changed your notions of late,” said Mrs. Barber, plea 
santly, “have vou not, Mr. Barber?” 

“In what respects, my dear,”” he inquired. 

« Not long since, if | remember right, you expressed very marked 
disapprobation of a certain preacher, because he was too direct and 
bold in his addresses. The time, the man,’ the subjects I presume, 
you readily recollect. You remarked, some days after, that you 
thought the truth, if it had been in a different, a milder dress, would 
have stung the heart and conscience of our neighbour through and 
through.” 

“Yes, I remember it well,”’ Mr. Barber replied, with agitation of 
mind and some discomposure of features, for that truth was a nail 
m asure place to his own conscience, “ but you mistake a little,” 
he continued, “it was not boldness that offended me. Boldness in 
that case was impudence. He seemed like a man whose ardour is 
half enthusiasm and half irritation. Ge fairly scolded us. “ You 
must and you shall,’ says he, “ you can’t and wou can,” and all 
this as an angry man. Who could enflu re such bluntness ? 

«Ay! said Mr. Erskine, with a food natured and wise look, 
“who could? The sword goes deepest when out of the sheath. 
Plain truth is a two edged sword: the blood must follow where it 
enters the flesh. But I percieve that nothing will suit you; wheth- 
er calm or vehement, pointed or dull, logical or practical preaching, 
it seems alike faulty.” 

“] assure you, Iam not difficult to be pleased,” replied Mr. Bar 
ber; “give me a preacher who appears to be conscious of his exalted 
station as the embassador of the court of Heaven, proffering terms of 
favour to rebel man, and I respect him because he respects dim 
self: I honour him, because he is honoured of God and does not de 
grade his office. If he is authorized to denounce punishment 
against the wicked, and proclaim pardon to the penitent, and holds 
in his hand the credentials of Heaven, let him deliver his message 
boldly, fearlessly, as one that hath authority; and not mince, and 
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whine, and tamper, with eyes down cast and arms folded. Is that 
becoming his great message > Or if he chance to raise his voice and 
cast am anly look over his hearers s, 1s It befitting his dignity and the 
hely fervour he should feel to prop up under the sounding board. 
like a pillar fixed immoveable by a brace on either side. Paul 
7 ietted pairs his hand’? when he spake before the Roman go- 
vernor, and “ ; \grippa s said unto him: almost thou persnadest me te 
be a Christian.”’ 

Miss Eliza Erskine, who had hitherto been a silent listener, and 
had taken no part in the debate either actually or in her feelings, 
was by the last remarks so forcibly reminded of Cowper’s eloquent 
ilese ription of the preacher, that she observed to Mr. Barber, how 
his views agreed with those of the poet. At the request of the com 
pany, she repeated most of the description 

“ From such apostles, O ye mitred heads 
Preserve the church! and lay not careless hands 
On skulls that cannot teach and will not learn. 
Would fedescribe a preacher, such as Paul, 


Were he on earth, would hear, approve, and own, 
Paul should himself direct me,” &c. 


A keen satire, no doubt,” said Mr. Erskine, “ upon the gene- 
rality of preachers in his day; but touches not, cannot be made to 
touch the clergy of this country. If € owper were to draw their 
lineaments, by selecting an individual to represent them as a 
whole, he would give us off in bold strokes, 


—** The man, whose heart is warm, 
Whose hands are pure, whose doctrine and whose life 
Coincident, exhibit lurid proof 
That he is honest in the sacred cause ; 


” 


‘But I know very well,” he continued, “ that you young peopie 
are not satisfied with the naked truth. There has been a great 
change in the taste of this country since my remembrance, in regard 
to the style and manner of preaching. You have “ itching ears’ 
for the “ turns,”’ “ the tropes,”’ “ the brilliant parts,”’ “ the pretty 
conceits,”’ which so offend our poet.” : 

“ To be sure,’ replied Mr. Barber, “ we like some imagination 
ina preacher. I confess Lam uot fond of this dull prosing, and < 
there is no doubt that the public mind is changing in this respect, 
do most earnestly desire that our public teachers may shape aie 
perfor mances to the spirit of the age. ‘They may and will do much 
either to advance or retard the interests of literature in this country. 
They ought to be men not only of piety, but of talents and literature. 
who can call to their aid the researches and productions of litera 
ry and scientific men. Infidelity has in her ranks minds of vast 
erawth—men whose natural and acquired abilities are of the highest 
order. ‘They must be met by similar men, who can oppose talents 
ro talents, learning to learning. 

« We are all agreed here,”? acquiesced Mr. Erskine, “ some men 
must stand forth as defenders of the faith, who shall be able to lead 
to war “ the sacramental hosts of God’s elect, and meet the enemy 
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ay bys OWN ground, Vhe more talent and knowledge is enlisted ip 
the chareh, the better, TL rejoice to see learning and sound theology 
moreasing. Rut what L new regret te discover ts, that standard the 
olagy is going inte disrepute, An age of active enterprising chris 
tlams seems to be comme upon the stage: but itis alse an age, alas’ 
of light thinkers, ranning toe and fro, and gaping after seme © new 
thing.” There is a spreading contagion for flimsey reading—fix 
religtous news to the neglect of sound works and profound investi 
gation. While | most heartily co-operate in the activity of the be 
nevolent, and praise God that my eyes behold this day, L weep that 
we shouki degenerate into such unnecessary and criminal extremes,” 

The conversation was much more protracted than L have thought 
it advisable here to rehearse; but this will serve as a specimen of 
the weekly and sometimes daily conversations of the families, And 
1 conclusion IT have only te sav, that if ewe svotdd talk Jess about ow 
minister and more abou the truths he advances, we should, no doubt. 
grow up more rapidly into the stature of perfect men in Christ Jesus 


SENEC EUS 


THOUGHTS ON REVIVALS OF RELIGION 
Ne ii 


AGREEABLY to the plan proposed, I shall conclude these num 
bers on Revivals of Religion. by some remarks on the Prayer of 
Faith. 

It cannot be said with propriety, that any new doctrines have been 
discovered in the Bible foes the two last centuries; but it may be 
stated in perfect accordance with truth, that several of those which 
are most important, have had much light shed upon them, by wri 
ters who have lived within fifty or one hundred years. Some of 
these were formerly but partially understood. They were exhibit 
ed in sermons and theological dissertations obscurely, wrapped up 
in obsolete and indefinite phraseology, se that a careful reader, after 
spending much time in the examination, would rise from the task dis 
satisfied, and feel as if he had laboured in vain. ‘This was teve con 
cerning the great doctrine of Faith. 1 well remember, that thirty 
years ago, when the question was asked, “ What is intended int the 
scriptures by faith?’ the answer uniformly was, “1 cannot des 
cribe it, but I will show what it is by its fruits.” This subject has 
been thoroughly discussed, in these last days of the church; and itis 
now well understood that the scriptures exhibit faith as confidence im 
God, in his word, and in his promises. ‘The inquiry has often been 
made within a shor‘ period, What is meant by the / mayer of Faith? 
I rejoice that this subject has arrested the attention of several writers 
in this, and a neighbouring state. The few remarks which 1 propose 
to make at the present time, ifthey should be found to have nothing 
new in them, will, I hope, induce some person, much better qualified 
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than I am, to throw light on a subject acknowledged by all to be of 
supreme importance. 

It must be a delightful consideration to every humble follower of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, that while he is obeying the command of God 
in the great duty of prayer, he at the same time promotes his own 
happiness, here, and hereafter. “ Ask, and ye shall receive ; seek, 
and ye shail find ; knock, and it shall be opened unto you,” are the 
directions of the Almighty ; and he has no where said, that he will 

rant good gifts to the children of men — any other conditions. 
There seems, therefore, to be an indissoluble connection between 
asking and receiving. “ Verily, verily | say unto vou, whatsoever ye 
shall ask the Father in my name, he will giveit you.” Aithough this 
great and glorious Being knows our wants, as well before as after we 
rehearse them in prayer, yet before he grants his favours “he will 
be enquired of by the house of Israel, (the church of God), to do it for 
them.” it is in answer to prayer that all blessings, especially those 
of a spiritual nature, are bestowed upon the children of men. It is 
not intended here that food and raiment, and health and property, 
are not given to those who do not pray, but it is intended that these 
several gifts are not blessings, unless they are dispensed in answer 
to prayer. An impenitent person may live to the common age of 
man, may roll on in clinton, and fare sumptuously every day ; 
but how can the things he possesses here, be considered as blessings 
to him, when “in hell he shall lift up his eyes, being in torment ©” 
—Qur prayers do not alter the views and purposes of the unchange- 
able God ; what his purposes on this subject are, he has told us ; “ask 
and ye shall receive.” If then we wish for favours, we must ask 
for them. But our prayers when offered in spirit and in truth, do 
have this most excellent effect, they prepare our hearts to become 
the recipients of the blessings he bestows. 

An unbeliever, one who is not a disciple of Christ, cannot pray 
with faith. The Bible informs us that persons of that character “are 
condemned already, because they will not believe in the name of the 
only begotten Son of God.’ How can that heart exercise faith, where 
neither love, nor confidence, nor hope, have ever gained admission ? 
We must look then, to the heart of the humble and faithful follower 
of his Lord and Master, for the only place where the prayer of faith 
can originate. “Can we gather grees of thorns, or figs of thistles F” 
Even so, christian emotions and exercises cannot spring up in an 
unsanctified heart. When promises are made to him who prays, he 
is ever considered as one who is truly on the Lord’s side, and who 
comes to the throne of grace to ask for blessings, not on account of 


any merit or desert of his own, but for the sake of the Lord Jesus 


Christ. 

No one can be said fo pray, who does not believe in the govern- 
ment and superintending providence of God; with much less pro- 
priety can such a person be said to pray with faith. If we do not 
believe that God governs the world, and controls the events which 
daily occur, then it must be trifling with him, toask him to order the 
circumstances of our lives, in one way or in another. If we believe 


that he looks with an eye of indifference on us and on eur concerns. 
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surely it must be absurd to ask him to interfere and assume a direc- 
tion altogether foreign to his settled plan of procedure; but if the 
occurrences of a day or of one’s life are casualties, then it is supreme 
folly, and altogether useless to pray for any thing ; for how can e- 
vents dependent upon chance be controlled, or how is it possible for 
any being even to foreknow them. On the other hand, the person 
who is fully settled in his belief that the Creator of the world is like- 
wise its moral governor ; if he feels that in the relation of creature 
he is dependant on this great and glorious Being for life, and breath, 
and all things, then he may consistently ask for mercies, and expect 
with confidence, that all things will be made to werk together for 
good to those that love God. “ He that cometh unto God, must be- 
lieve that he is, and that he is the rewarder of them that diligently 
seek him.” 

To constitute the prayer of faith, it is essential that a person prays 
with sincerity. Ifthe petitions are uttered only with the lips, while 
the heart is unconcerned and indifferent to what is passing, it is a 
perversion of language to call it prayer. If I were to repeat the 
Lords prayer, or other, in a language of which I was ignorant, 
could it be said that prayed? so if my lips rehearse a certain set 
of words, while my heart is inattentive to the buSiness before me. 
wandering with the fools eyes to the ends of the earth, I do not pray : 
it is mere pretence and ok sa mockery. The heart and lips must 
be united ; they must desire, and ask, and confess, and renders 
thanksgiving, and ascribe glory with perfect coincidence ; they must 
mean the same thing or they do not pray. If any emotion arises 
in the heart contrary to the words which are uttered ; if any cloud 
passes over it, any doubt or difficulty, then there is not perfect ac- 
cordance, and the lips mean one thing, and the heart another. When 
therefore a worshipper asks for a revival of — and feels no so- 
licitude concerning the subject, it cannot be called prayer: his lips 
call it so, but his heart speaks a different language. Can christians 
be surprised that such prayers as these are not answered? And shall 
they lose their confidence in the promises of God, because he does 
not listen to such unmeaning sounds? If these observations are just, 
what shall be said of the public prayers, which are daily rehearsed in 
the Roman Catholic Churehes, and in the Jewish Synagogue ; the 
former composed in Latin and the latter in Hebrew. Nine tenths 
of the worshippers in the one case ignorant of the language in which 
their prayers are written ; and almost every individual in the other. 
Surely this is folly in the extreme ; as inconsistent with the precepts 
of the scriptures, as itis with the dictates of commonsense. But if 
that only is prayer in which the heart is engaged, what shall be said 
of the innumerable cold, heartless, prayers, which are daily offered 
up by listless formal and sleeping professors! Are they not “a 
smoke in his nostrils,” an abomination in the sight of a Holy God, 
in whose presence the heavens are not clean ? 

Prayers are not sincere unless accompanied by corresponding ef- 
forts. “Faith without works is dead, being alone.” lr a beggar 
address you, and say, I am suffering with hunger, and distressed 
with cold from want of raiment, I beg of you to supply my neces- 
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sities ; and you reply, my friend, I pity your condition exceedingly, 
{will enter into my closet and pray for you, be you warmed, and 
be you filled, depart in peace : is there any person who will say 
there is any sincerity in the heart which can dictate such an an- 
swer ? Will they not say itis filled with gross hypocrisy. So if the 
christian falls down on his knees, and asks for a revival of religion, 
and stops there, can it be said there is any sincerity in his prayer? If 
his heart is animated and warmed with love, will not his hands, and 
his feet, and his lips be moved ? Will he not labour as_ well as pray 
for a revival of religion ? Will he not shew his faith by his works + 
Will he not warn, and reprove, and exhort with all long suffering 
and doctrine, and strive to save some of those perishing immortals 
with whom he associates ? No, it is impossible br a person in whose 
heart glows the love of God and man, to sit by, and see sinners 
zoing down to the pit in immense numbers,.and not lift a finger to 
arrest them in their progress. When we have laboured, and done 
ull we can do to promote a revival of religion; and have prayed 
with faith for the divine blessing on the feeble means which have 
been used, means which are of divine appointment, then may we 
took with confidence for an answer to our prayers. Here we have a 
key, by which to unlock the mystery, why prayers are not oftener 
answered ; a mystery so great, that some christians appear to do&bt 
whether they are answered at all. The real difficulty is, there was 
no sincerity in the prayers. As no corresponding works accompa- 
nied them, itis certain they were not offered in faith—If a husband- 
man in the spring of the year should say, I wish for a crop this sea- 
son on my farm, and will go into my closet and pray to the Al- 
mighty to give it to me, and should omit to plow his field, and sow 
his seed, would not his neighbours affirm that he was beside himself, 
that he was fitter for Bedlam than for the employments of agricul. 
ture. And what shall be said of the christian, who says that he is 
extremely anxious for a revival of religion in the place where he re 
sides, who enters his closet and prays for it, and who does not sow 
ihe seed in the morning, and who in the evening witholds his hand : 
fo what place shall he be assigned? Shall we believe that the former 
is deranged, and that the latter acts rationally ; or shall we say, that 
the spiritual field will bear a crop without cultivation, while from 
the natural field we do not expect it ? Surely the children of this 
world are wiser in their generation, than the children of light. 
Prayers which are sincere, will be presented with earnestness. 
{t is the effectual fervent prayer of the righteous man which avail- 
eth much. Is it possible fe a Christian to pray for a revival of. re- 
ligion with indifference and apathy? A mere formalist might pray 
in this manner, but the humble follower of Christ will be in earnest. 
God is in earnest for the salvation of sinners : he has given his wel! 
beloved Son to make an atonement for them. He says thathe does 
not choose the death of him that dieth, but would rather that he 
should turn and live. And he makes proclamation to all, “ whoso- 
ever will, let him come and take of the waters of life freely.’ The 
Lord Jesus Christ isin earnest : he has given himself to die on the 
cross, that we might live. The Holy Spirit isin earnest; he re- 

















Thoughts on Revivals of Religion, No. 111. 337 


proves the world of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment ; and 
operates on the hearts of sinners, striving with them, and influen- 
cing them to come to Christ by repentance and faith. He is unwil- 
ling to relax his benevolent efforts, and take his final departure from 
them, until they harden their hearts, and grieve him away by their 
unbelief. And shall not Christians be in earnest ? Shall they come 
to the throne of grace and ask for spiritual blessings with cold and 
icy hearts, and in a careless and indifferent manner ? Can they look 
on a world lying dead in tresspasses and sins, and their hearts not 
burn within them for its deliverance and salvation. 

It is essential to the prayer of faith, that it be offered with entire 
confidence in the character of God as exhibited in the Scriptures. ‘The 
mind of the suppliant must be like that of a little child, who comes 
into the presence of his earthly parent to ask for some good at his 
hands. He has no doubts as to his father’s knowledge of his wants, 
of his love to him, and willingness to relieve his necessities. He 
can place the most implicit trust in his unwarping integrity and jus- 
tice. He can put himself into his hands without hesitation, to be 
dealt with according to the pleasure of his parent, knowing that he 
will do that which is most for his good. So the child of God will 
go to his heavenly Father, and with unreserved freedom make 
known all his difficulties and perplexities ; relying on his readiness to 
hear, his faithfulness to relieve, and his willingness to bestow every 
needed blessing. 

The declarations of God, as exhibited in the Scriptures, must be 
believed fully, and entirely, by him who would pray with faith. 
Whatever doctrine or precept comes to us with this sanction, “thus 
saith the Lord,” cannot be rejected without the sin of unbelief. It 
seems singular, that it can be necessary to prove, that Christians 
ought to believe the unequivocal declarations of Scripture; but 
strange as it may oe it is still true, that many who call them- 
selves Christians, do not give them their hearty assent. Some pre- 
conceived opinion, some prejudice, some sectarian dogma, has taken 
such entire possession of the mind, that if we cannot twist and tor- 
ture the Scriptures so as to favour our own notions, we pass them 
over with neglect and disbelieve them. In this way, unbelief has 
crept into the Church, and human philosophy has usurped the place 
of the word of God. I will mention an instance or two by way of 
example: God has said, “ that he is more willing to give his Holy 
Spirit to them that ask him, than Parents are to give good gifts to their 
children,” and “if any of you lack wisdom [religion] let him ask of 
God, who.giveth liberally, and upbraideth not, and it shall be given 
him.”” Now notwithstanding the truths in these passages are per- 
fectly clear, yet great numbers of Christians, from confused notions 
concerning the decrecs of God, derived from human systems, do not 
believe that God is willing to save sinners ; some scheme of instruc- 
tion taught in the schools has received their implicit assent, and 
rather than give it up, they reject the clear and plain declarations 
of Jehovah. In the cases just cited, the persons do not give their 
entire assent to the great truths declared ; they doubt whether they 
are to be understood literally, and to the full extent in which a plain 
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man would understand them ; they suspect that these declarations 
were applicable to the days of the Apostles only, and were not de- 
signed to extend to subsequent ages. They substitute their own 
opinions and reasonings for the word of God. They assent to the 
former and reject the latter, and are of course guilty of not believ- 
mg a portion of the Scriptures. Cana prayer fora revival of reli- 
gion, uttered in such a frame of mind as this, be called the prayer of 
faith > Withmuch more propriety may it be considered as the pray- 
er of unbelief. No reasunable man, no Christian can expect such a, 
prayer to be answered. 

{t is no where revealed in the Word of God, that wealth will, on 
ihe whole, be useful to the followers of Christ ; neither does the Pro- 
vidence of God lead us to suppose, that it is generally best for chris- 
tians to be affluent. If it had been a mean of their growth in grace, 
there can be no doubt that every one would have encreased in goods, 
and fared sumptuously every day. The same remark may be made 
with respect to health, influence over our fellow men, long life, and 
all other temporal blessings. We are in a state of ignorance, our 
discernment is not keen enough, and our knowledge of ourselves is 
too superficial, to determine what effect the possession of any one of 
these things might have on our own hearts: whether it would be 
useful or detrimental. Under these circumstances, we are not war- 
ranted to approach the throne of grace, and ask unreservedly for the 
bestowment of either of these gifts; but we are bound to ask with 
entire submission to the divine will, believing that God knows what 
is best for us, and that he will grant his favours with reference to our 
best good. But is this the case when we ask for spiritual blessings P 
On this subject we are not ignorant of the pleasure of God. We 
know that he is willing to save sinners. He has told us so express- 
ly and with the solemnity of an oath; “as I live, saith the Lord, ]} 
have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, but would rather that 
he should turn and live,”-—and in many other places of the like im- 
port. Now when a person asks of God to save sinners, but at the 
same time doubts whether it is agreeable to his will to save them, 
and in conformity with his doubts, says, “ save them, O Lord, if it 
be in accordance with thy purpose,’ has he any confidence in the 
declaration and oath of God. which has just been quoted. So far is 
he from believing, that as it respects these passages, he is an unbe- 
liever. Allow me to mention an example, by which, if 1 mistake 
not, the absurdity of this conduct in a christian will clearly appear. 
Our Saviour has taught us to pray, “ thy kingdom come;” “ lead 
us not into temptation.” Now if one of these doubting, wavering 
christians was consistent, he would pray, thy kingdom come if it be 
agreeable to thy will; lead us not into temptation, if it be accordant 
with thy purposes that we fall not into them. But this is seen at 
once to be improper. Why? Because Christ taught men to pray 
for the extension of his kingdom, and that God would not lead us 
inte temptation. But has not God taught us that he has no pleasure - 
in the death of the impenitent ; and has not Christ taught his min- 
isters, “ go ye, therefore, and disciple all nations 6 and in another 
place, “ preach the Gospel to every creature?’ Tf we believe the 
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sue declaration, why not the other? particularly when it is given 
to us with the sanction of an oath. There is less cause, if possible, 
for doubt in tthe latter case than in the former. I never hear a 
prayer for a revival of religion, with this cold hearted condition at- 
tached to it, without concluding that the person who utters it has 
little confidence in the declarations of God concerning this subject. 
And is the path ofduty so difficult to be discovered? Let us search 
the scriptures daily, and we shall soon find that it is an high way, in 
which the way-faring man, though a fool, need not err. When we 
have found it, let us throw off all doubts and hesitations, and go 
boldly to the throne of grace, and ask for those spiritual blessings 
which God has told us he is willing to bestow. Let us go with im- 
portunity, remembering that “the kingdom of Heaven suffereth 
violence, and the violent take it by force.”? Let us, as President 
Edwards once said to a person in peculiar circumstances, “ fill 
Heaven with our prayers ;”’ let us “ ask in faith, nothing wavering, 
for he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea, driven of the wind 
and tossed.”’ 

But it is said, that we should always exercise a submissive tem- 
per, and be resigned to all the dealings of Providence ; and probably 
the -person who makes this remark, would go further, and say, 
«« whatever is, is right.” I would ask the objector, to what are we 
directed to exercise resignation? Is it toward that which is agree- 
able to the will of God, or to that which is contrary to his willr It 
will be answered, that undoubtedly we are commanded to be resign 
ed to that which is agreeable to the will of God. In the passage 
quoted above, God declares that he does not choose the death of the 
sinner ; of course, it is agreeable to his will that he should be saved. 
Let the objector then acquiesce ; let him be resigned and submissive 
to this declaration of the will of God; let him when he next ap 
proaches the mercy seat, remembering that they must be lost unless 
christians pray for them and labour with them, cordially pray for 
the salvation of the impenitent, and let him leave out that unbeliev 
ing part of his prayer, “ if it be agreeable to thy will.” 

We shall be induced to pray with faith if we recollect what 
great encouragemenis are held out to us to pursue this course. 
Every period of the ancient church is distinguished by facts 
which prove that God hears and answers the fervent prayers 
of his children. The histories of Noah, Abraham, Moses, Joshua. 
Gideon, Samuel, David, Hezekiah, Daniel, and a host of Old Testa. 
ment worthies, are full and satisfactory on this point ; and we have 
the declaration of the apostle, “that the effectual fervent prayer of 
a rightous man availeth much ;”? and by way of exainple, he says, 
‘Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed 
earnestly that it might not rain, and it rained not on the earth by the 
space of three years and six months.”? The New Testamant is like 
wise full of instruction on this subject. Our Saviour prayed on 
many occasions, and his prayers were always heard. Paul, and Peter, 
and Cornelius, and Stephen, were illustrious examples of the pray 
er of faith. But itis unnecessary to go back to distant ages to esta- 
blish this truth ; the history of the Church at the present period is full 
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f evidence on this subject. Look at the revivals of relioion, which 
ue taking place, through the goodness of God, in 30 many parts of 
our land, and you will find that a spirit of prayer exists among Chris 
trans before the blessing is granted. So universally is this the fact.. 
that among very many of which [ have seen narrations, or have had 
personal knowledge, [ know not that there has been an exception. 
Partreular cases might be mentioned, where a few Christians agreed 
ta meet together, and unite in prayer for the salvation of certain in 
lividuals; and when, m compliance with this resolution, they did 
meet, and cid persevere in prayer, they were heard and an answer 
was given. But these mstances occur so frequently ia our revivals 
of religion, that it is suppesed to be unnecessary to enumerate them. 
and in that way to enlarge this paper, already perhaps extended to an 
im proper length. 

In conclusion, what reason have we to lament the prevaence of 
anbelief in the Christian world ? were it confined to Heathen lands. 
t would not excite our surprise. Should it advance one step fur 
ther, ane fiil those countries which unfurl! the banner of the [mpostor 
# Arabia, we should stil think it at home, inspiring the minds of its 
professed votaries. Should it still advance, and take pussession of 
those hearts once devoted to the worship of Jehovah ; should it oc- 
‘apy the minds of the children of Abraham, the friend of God, how 
should we be constrained to take up the lamentation, “how are the 
mighty fallen!°? But when it enters the Church of God; when it 
freezes the hearts of those who have professed before angels and 
men, to give up themselves, their property, their affections, their 
services, their all, to the Lord Jesus Christ, to be his here, and his for- 
ver: how ought we to fear and tremble, “ lest that come upon them 
vhich is written in the Prophets: Behold ve despisers, and wonder, 
ind perish, for [ work a work in your days, which ye shall in no 
vise believe, thongh a man declare it unto you.” It is owing to 
inbelief among Christian, that the Church has been extended over 
;0 small a portion of the globe ; that the kingdom of Satan, the great 
uiversary of souls, embraces more than three quarters of the human 
amily. [Ut is owing to unbelief among Christians that Revivals of 
eligion are not seen in other Christian “countries, toas great an ex- 
tent asin New-England ; that christians in Engtand, and Scotland, 
ind Holland, the best parts of Europe, do not practically understand 

he nature of revivals, having only heard the sound thereof at a dis 
ance. [t is owing to unbelief among christians, that in our own 
and, only here and there, a spot is Uluminated by the glortous and 
yowerful operations of the Holy Spirtt, while over the rest of the 
suntry, darkness, doubt, and barrenness brood trom year to year. The 
loud created and sustained by the Divine finger, filled with the rich. 
ost blessings of heaven, is carrredd about trom place to place: itis ex 
ended, and enlarged, so as to cover the hemisphere. Nothing is 
it to pour out a blessing so large that there should 








vanting to cause tt 
aot be room to reeetve it, but the praver of faith. Could Christians be- 
olieve the plain declarations of God ; could they consider him in earn- 
st. when he savs that he is willing to give his Holy Spirit in answet 
21 ie ind wrontad they, filled with conftdence in his word 
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ind in his character, cause their earnest fervent prayers to ascend ; 
then would a copious shower pour down, and every hill and valley 
throughout our country, be refreshed from the presence of the Lord 


EARLY RISING ON THE SABBATH 


tT must be very painful to such as put a proper estimate upon 
holy time, to see it converted into a season for carnal indulgence ; 
and their painful sensations are nota little augmented, when this 
evil is chargeable upon those who profess to be the friends of Jesus 
Christ. Among this class some are found, who dose away the pre 
cious hours of this sacred morning upon their beds. While they 
are scrupulously punctual to call up their families at an early hou 
on their working days ; yet long after the light of Christ's resurrec- 
tion morning appears, their houses remain silent as the tomb! Can 
there be any among those that are duly qualified tor Churchmember- 
ship, who have not yet learned that the sabbath was instituted fora holy, 
and not a sluggish rest ? Or do they view the services which God 
requires upon that sacred day, of far less consequence, than their 
own secular concerns ? Though the sabbath was made for man 3 
yet not for man to spend in doing his own ways, in finding his own 
pleasure, or speaking his own words ; but that the a might 
enjoy a more enlarged opportunity, to attend to the things of God 
and another world, than they are ordinarily favoured with on week 
days. ‘Though the glory of God and the precepts of the Saviour, 
are to have a governing influence upon their daily conduct, nor are 
they at any time, to neglect the worship of God in their families or 
closets ; yet this sacred season of rest, affords them more abundant 
leisure for reading, meditation and prayer, and to meet with the 
assembly of God’s people in the sanctuary, to unite in social worship, 
and to hear the interesting truths of the Gospel dispensed ; and that, 
by the blessing of God, they may beara savor of divine things on 
their minds through the week. 

It is well known, that the christian sabbath is kept in comemmora. 
tion of the resurrection of Christ. And that his followers may, on 
that day, in a particular manner, recognise the completion of a more 
marvellous work which he had wrought on earth, in many respects, 
than the Creation ofthis world. The Apostle Paul assigns the fol- 
lowing as a reason why there remaineth arest or sabbath for the 
people of God. For he that is entred into his rest, he also hath 
ceased from his own work, as God did from his. Web. iv. 9, 10. 
This passage doubtless refers to the Christian sabbath, as well as 
the saints everlasting rest in heaven, as the former is a lively type 
of the latter. 

Can any day, therefore, that passes during the week, be viewed 
so interesting and joyful by sincere christians, as the holy sabbath ¢ 
Are they called ordinarily on week days, to engage in services so 
sublime, as ought to occupy their constant attention, through this sa- 








ee 





rice nel 





AE aia 


es CR 
eed 




















ta eed eee 


This is a time mercifully given by the Lord of the 
sabbath, un which his followers may enjoy a happy sequestration 
rem the cares and busy scenes of the worid, and hold special inter 
‘course with the futher and his Son Jesus Christ. And when they 
may take s¢veet counsed with their christian brethren, and xo to the 
company: and by, faith, “draw water out of the 


red Season r 


#f grace and strength, to pursue with greater alacrit 7, their 
journey to the heavenly rest. 

The house of God mav be viewed as a kind of sacred Jnn, where 
weary and fainting pilgrims may renew their spiritual strength, by 
oartaking of the feast of fat things, which Grod hath provided upon 


Zion, for all hungry and thirsty travellers, who are on their 





Jerusalem. 

Who that casts a serious glance at this mighty subject, can think 
umseli warranted to mdulge in a/ttle more sleep, alittle more slumber? 
tnd cana sincere lover of the Redeemer, stall continue fo fold his 
hunds to sieep, atter he behoids the cheering beams of his resurrec 
g, gilding the eastern hemisphere ? And especially when 
1e reflects, chat on this sacred morn, a doly angel descended from 
roiled away the stone from the mouth of his Lerd’s 
sepuicnre, when he burst the bands of death, laid aside his grave 
clothes, and emerged trom that dreary vault, at its early dawn —vet, 
veighty considerations, wilt theu, O christian whe 
thinkest themseif to have been redeemed by the prectous blood of 
the Lamé of God, keep thy couch on that blessed morning, which 
saw thy Lord arise, until, 


1e sun look down and say 
Ingiomous here he lies!” 


commoniy occasion, at least, a momentary disturbance, by exciting 
he almost universal gaze of the congregation. In addition to the 
ibove named evils, it is observable, that the unbelieving part of the 
vorid generally claim the Copy-Right, of all the unbecoming ex , 


specially it is expected that children wiil adept all those burt! 
customs and abits, established bv their parents, 

hen, earty trom your beds, atthe return of this biessed 
und cail upon your Ged in vour closet and families ; and 
erventiy unpiore 
‘ou May “Ain some special Denedt to vour souls, on 


‘the fires incumpent upon this Qeiv season, Keep 
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ind acquire by, the blessing of God, fresh 
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O think semousiy, my christian tmends, what a train of evil conse 
quences loillows your late mising and tardy movements, on this holy 
You are frequentiy thereby prevented from reaching 
intl the preacher has proceeded far in the solemn 

luy, especially at particular seasons of the year 


nsensibie that late comers to the house of Ged, 
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xhibited by the members of the church. And 


lis Diessed spirtt, to enadie you to sanetiiv the 


est. Anu that ou nay De animated to the faith. 
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im mind the following impressive words, written in Isaiah wii, 15, 
14. «If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from doing thy 
pleasure on my holy day; and call the sabbath a delight, the holy of 
the Lord, honourable; and shalt honour him, not doing thine own 
wavs, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words : 
Then shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord; and T will cause thee 
to ride upon the high places of the earth, and feed thee with the heri 
tage of Jacob thy father: for the mouth of the Lord hath — 
. 4 


, 


COMPORT IN OLD AGE 


ALTHOUGH a great proportion of the human race die short of 
what is termed the ordinary age of man, yet a considerable number 
in every generation survive till that period, and some few exceed if. 
And we are taught from universal experience, as well as from the 
sacred writings, that old age is a dreary season. ‘This is very affee- 
tingly described by King Solomon, in Eccl. xii. chapter. He be 
gins with the following solemn injunction: « Remember now thy Cre 
ator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the 
years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, [have no pleasure in them ;— 
While the sun, or the light, or the moon, or the stars be not darkened, 
nor the clouds return after the rain: In the day when the keepers 
of the house shall tremble, and the strong men shall bow themselves, 
and the grinders shall cease because they are few, and those that look 
cut of the windows shall be darkened :°’—(see also the next verses 
succeding, to the 7th, inclusive.) Of the like import are the follow 
mg expressions of David in the xc. Psalm verse 10th: “ The days 
of our years are threescore yearsand ten; and if by reason of strength 
they be fourscore years, yet is their strength labour and sorrow : 
for it is soon cut off, and we fly away.” And what serves to en 
hance the dreariness of this season, is the affecting thought of speed 
ily bidding a final adieu to the society of their nearest and dearest 
connections, and of taking up their lodging in the lonely grave, /i// 
the heavens areno more! But the most striking consideration of all oth 
ers is, that their immortal spirits must soon take their flight to an un 
seen world, and their accounts be sealed up to the judgment of the 
great day: and, at the moment of death their destiny is decided for 
eternity! Andsurely the scene must be inconceivably more appal 
ling, when the palsied limbs of sinners stand tottering over the 
grave. While they are conscious to themselves, that they have 
spent their lives without God, and without hope in the world, and 
must soon a ge! before his dread tribunal, while their souls are 
crimsoned with the amazing guilt which has been contracted, by 
their innumerable acts of transgression ; and especially by the ag 
gravated sin of wilfully rejecting the merciful overtures made to 
them, by the benevolent Saviour. 

But how gloomy soever the time of old age, and though impeni 
tent sinners experience bitterness in their latter end: yet blessed 
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yw God, he hath pomted out in iis holy word, that course, wineh, it 

tuithtully pursued bv sinful men, will afford a sure antidote, iainst | 
werwhelming sorrow in that season of darkness, when complicated 
infirmities come upen onr race, like an armed man. | 


The commencement of ths happy course consists in a cordial 
compliance with the fore-cited command; “ Remember now thy 
Creator in the days of thy youth.” Tobegm and persevere in the 
practice of pure religion in early life, will, by divine grace, prepare. 
the way tor the solid suppert and consolation of people, in the sea- 
son of decremt old age. [n particular will this be the happy issue of a 
‘ife of ardent piety, and cordial devotetiness to the service of the Re 
leemer, through a long succession of years.—A lite of faith, of pen 
tence, of humility, of sobriety, temperance, and self-denial, -ot 
tgiance and fervent devotion, will, through the interest of pious 
people, in the atoning bioed of Christ, enable them to lay up for 
hemselves, a good foundation against the Ame to come; and in par 
neular, for the suppert and consolation ander the paintul de 
cays of nature. The merciiul Saviour dees not leave lus aged ser 
rants comtortiess., The souls of lus redeemeti ones are as precious 
no ins sient, wnen imprrsonec in thei decaved tabernacies, as when 
their bedies were in their most heaithiul and vigorous state. And 
hough numerous embarrassments concur to impetie that activity in 
us service, which signalized the former pertods of their lives, yer 
aved christians may adopt the following words of Paul: But though 
mur outward man pertsh, vet the inward man is renewed day by day.” 
This corresponds with the words of the Psaimist, “« The righteous 
yall Hourtsh like the palm-tree, fie shail grow like the cedar in 
Lebanon. They shail bring forth fruit in old age, they shail be fat 
ind Hourtshing,”* Aged christians may be compared to fruit-trees. 
vinich, though disrobed of their verdure by the frost and stormy blast 
4 winter, vet continue to gain strength at their root, in this incle 
nent season. 

Those who lave taithiuily devoted along life to the service of 
(god, may say with the apostle Paui, “Our rejoicing is this, the tes- 
imeny of our conserence, that in simplicity and godly sincerity. not 
ry fleshiy wiscom, but bv the grace of Ged, we have had our con- 
‘ersation in the world’? “ We have fought the zood fight, we have 
fimshed our course, we lave kept the faith; henceforth there is laid 
ip for us a crown of rmghteousness, wmch the Lord, the mghteous 
judge will give us at that day.” 

Luu what greatly increases the consolation of aged saints, is they 
issurance that when “ Cherr earthiy house of this tabernacle shail be 
lissolved, they iave a building of Ged, an house net made with hands 
tternai in the heavens.” They lave the aniunating prospect of svon } 
juitting this siniui, this sauifermyg mud distracted world, and of ex 
hangmnyg the sectrety of the wicked for that of the spares of just meri 
nude perfect. They may. bv taith, louk forward bevond the dark 
wisen of the grave, to the resurrection tnurning, when they snail Le 


wwakened trom the sieep of death ly the vowe of fhe archunge! anc 
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; mM Of trOd, a d AVISe 10 the glorious likeness mM ther divine 
Redeemer: prepared to flourish m iumertal vouth, in the blessed 
Kingdom ot thew Father. “* whieh he prepared for them. from the 
Mia oj Ce WO ld ne 
Wh s right mind, can take a serious view ef this subject, and 
uscern, at first glans e, the SUTPrising « ontrast there i betwixt 
wwhteous and the wicked. when they, by reason of ave. have arn 
near the borders of eternity The difference between the 
haracter and end of these who belong to each of these classes, may 


a clearly seen in the sacred scriptures: and has doubtless been 
vessed by such as have frequently stood around their respective 
dving beds. While thew have seen the taithtul servants of Christ 
ching their end with a holy serenity of mind, and, in some im 
stances, exulung amidst the agomes of dissolving nature, they 
arts have been pamed wath the piteous moans and preremg cries 
dying sinners. “Phoagh many who have spent thew lives in 
ickedness, die as stupidly as thew had lived, and doubtless not a 
small number are buoved up under that most trving scene, by then 
lelusive hopes « ‘future happiness; vet thousands, who have spent 
day of grace mma Christless manner, “ have mourned at the 

ist, when thetr esi and body are consumed, saying, how have we 
ited instruction. and despised reproot, and have not obeved the 
ice of our teachers, nor inclined our ear to them that instructed 


And who can pronounce the mest prosperous sinners happy, with 
| their wealth, or honours, and pleasures, while they are rapidly 
dvancing towards those evil days, which come upon the aged, and 
re making no other provision for their support, but in the perishing 
ings of this world. 


‘Lean not on earth, a broken reed at best, 
*T will pierce thee to thy heart.” 


What will be the fearful end of such, may be learnt trom the parable 
of Dives, if they leave the world without obtaining mercy. (See 
Luke xvi, 22, 23, &c.) . 

Again, what persons that duly attend to the interesting truths 
-ontained in the Word of God, which respect death and judgment to 
come, will spend away their youthful days in the pursuit of sinful 
pleasures, or waste the meridian of life in eagerly labouring for the 
meat which perisheth, to the neglect of their everlasting concerns? 
None, it is presumed, will venture on from one stage of life to anoth- 
er, in view of the calamitous state of the aged and an awful eternity, 
without seeking importunately an assured interest in the Lord Jesus 
Christ and a treasure in heaven, unless they are sunk into a most 
tearfully blinded and delnded condition ! SENEY. 















































346 The Saint and Sinner dying. 


THE SAINT AND SINNER DYING. 


Mr. Pircrim, 

AS I was one morning on Lord’s day conversing with a number 
of pious young friends on the spiritual eynoyments of the devout 
christian, we were led to speak of his feelings in the hour of death ;* 
at which time, was related the death of Mr. Isaac Bennet, and the 
state of his mind for a short time previous. The few words of in. 
formation were as follows: Isaac Bennet, of the town of Camilus. 
New-York, in the year 1816, had been made sensible that he was @ 
sinner, lost and wndone forever without an interest in Jesus. 

After confessing his sins with the deepest humility, and earnestly 
imploring the forgiveness of a holy God, he felt a conscious 
ness that his sins were forgiven, the burthen removed, and the stain 
of guilt washed from his soul; and was led to rejoice in a once cruci 
fied, bleeding, and dying,—but now, arisen and exalted Saviour. 
He was convinced of the importance of his enlisting ander the great 
Captain of Salvation, and accordingly came out from the world, took 
up the cross, despising the shame, and declared limself to be on the 
Lord’s side. Although he appeared to be a very promising plant in 
the Zion of God, he had but a short time in which to accomplish his 
work: his body was emaciated almost to a skeleton, by an incura- 
ble consumption. During the last two years of his pilgrimage he 
was deprived of the inestimable privileges of assembling with the 
saints, attending to the ordinances, and enjoying the blessings of the 
house of the Lord. In the progress of which time he manifested 
calmness and serenity of mind, and a resignation to all the dealings 
of the kind hand of Providence. He usually made a practice of 
conversing with those who came to see him, on a future state, and 
appeared to feel a very deep interest in the salvation of their precious 
and immortal souls. The glory of God was the object to which his 
mind was directed, with his face heaven-ward; in his countenance 
was pictured the sweet language of Canaan; the theme of his soul 
was hosannas to God in the highest. While his shroud was pre- 
paring, he conversed about it with a serene countenance, calmness, 
deliberateness of speech, and manifested an unshaken confidence in 
his shortly living and reigning with Jesus his Redeemer in glory. 
As the wheels of time roll’d on with unabated velocity, hastening 
the hour of bis emancipation from the bonds of sin and death, his 
soul appeared to pon and drink deeper of those pure and eterna! 
streams of the regions of bliss. His desires to depart and be with 
Christ raised him above all the allurements of this vain world. 
Heaven appeared to open before him his views of the exalted charac- 
ter of Jehovah ; the immortal glory that surrounds His throne, and 
pertains to the Majesty on high, were continually penetrating be- 
yond the dark vailey of the shadow of death. His faith grew strung- 
er and stronger; the glories of the new Jerusalem were bursting 
forth with all her rich treasures, lighting upon his soul with incom. 


* See Frontispiece 
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prehensible brightness. As his last hour of mortality drew near, he 
evinced a firm belief that his soul was anchored in the eternal haven 
of rest. On his countenance were engraven the sweet joys of im- 
mortality ; and in the hour of death he exclaimed, “ Glory to God in 
the highest,”? and thus bid his friends and all earthly things fare- 
well, and closing his eyes to a world of sin and affliction, sorrow and 
trouble, fell asleep in the arms of Jesus. 

Afterwards was mentioned the death of another young man, who, 
we have every reason to believe, has gone down into the dark re- 
gions of the bottemless pit.* In the countenayce of the forme 
could be read the unspeakable joys of the new Jerusalem; but in 
the latter, the awful terrors of hell. As death, which was to him 
the gate of hell, was turning upen its hinges, with a distracted mind 
he had a glimpse of the horrer of the damned. Notwithstanding the 
awful heart-rending scene which was unfolding itself to his view, 
from his quivering lips dropped oaths and cursings, in constant 
succession, too awful for repetition. His friends could not remain 
in his presence and behold him while leaving the world, for hell 
itself had apparently commenced on earth. ‘They were obliged to 
withdraw from the room, leaving him with none to comfort, and 
none te console him in the hour ef death, but the demons of hell. 
Jesus the Son of the Highest, was the wings of the former, by which 
he was enabled to mount aloft, and has taken his flight to the realms 
of eternal felicity ; but the latter has lanched into a boundless eter- 
nity, no longer to curse a holy God, and trample underfoot his mul- 
tiplied blessings with impunity, being attended by evil spirits down 
to the gulf of perdition and remediless wo, from whence there is no 
return. 

And now, dear reader, I beseech you in the name of Him who 
bled, and died, and who rose the third day for the justification of all 
who believe on his name, not te read this with a thoughtless or an 
indifferent heart, putting death afar off. You are not sure but that 
another day may land you in eternity. Ours’, we may anticipate, is 
the perpetual sunshine; we doubtless may dream of long life and 
prosperity, and that the beams of heaven will illuminate our habita- 
tions, and when the evening of our days is come, our sun will set in 
cloudless serenity ; but alas! we anticipate in vain: a few more 
days will bear witness to our departure, but a few more golden mo- 
ments will pass away, and it will be said of us, Ecci. xii. 6. “ The 
silver cord is loosed, or the golden bowl is broken, or the pitcher is 
proken at the fountain, or the wheel broken atthe cistern ;”’ then will 
it be too late for reflection, repentance, and a turning to the Lord: 
in the place where the tree falleth there shail it lie. Therefore 
which of the above conditions, on the borders of time and eternity, 
would you choose? Put not the day of death afar off. but have your 
jamp trimmed and burning, waiting for the coming of the King of 
Heaven, who will shortly descend to this lower world, being arrayed 
mm awful majesty and glory, accompanied by a retinue of the angelic 
hosts, proclaiming, “ ‘The great day of his wrath is come and who 


* See Frontispiece 
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shail be able to stand.” At whose coming, “ The aun shail te 


larkened, the moon shall not give her light, and the stars of heaven 
snail fail, and the powers that are in heaven shal! be shaken.”? Then 
shall the last trump be sounded, the dead awake, the graves shall be 
anpened, and then shai! they burst the bands of death and rise, never 
‘0 sleep again. ~ And befere him shal! be gathered all nations = and 
1e shal] separate them one from another. as a shepherd divideth his 
sheep from the goats: And he shall set the sheep on his rieht hand, 
mt the goats on the left. Then shall the King say to them on js 
ngnt hand, Come. ve blessed of my Father, imherit the kingdom pre 
gared for you trom the foundation of the world,” &e. « Then shal 


1e sav also unto them on us left land, Vepart from me, ye cursed 


nto everlasting fire prepared for the devil and ins angels.” The 
day is at hand, and it will be truly awtul and interestine. Are vou 


prepared to meet me there * Have ron the assurance that von are 
me of those who will be piaced on the meht hand, and vour robe 
nade white in the bieed of the Lamb? Oh! may the Lard gran 
you the guidance of Ms Holy spit, that vou may, mstead of crying 
tor the recks and mountains to fail on vou and tide vou trom the pre 
sence of Him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the 
Lamb, be received to the courts of heaven, and spend an eternity in 
the praises of the Redeemer in) 


_ 


4 CONVERSI 

DURING the recent revivals of religion in our land, several have 
yeen known to have recerved their frst impressions by contrasting 
her feelings with those of (cod’s peopie, and lence inferring thai 
hey were unprepared for heaven. One voung lady, in particular 
yno resides in the western part of | onnecfent, ind who is consid 
rabivy distingmisied among ler associates (or her retinement of man 
ners, had her attention first arrested bv observing this contrast. 
The previous removal of her father and other near relatives iy 


leath, the conversion of intimate fmends, and the faithfulness oi 
hristians to her seul, produced but ittte eifeer. Her fondness fo 
ruiety and amusements, and the trequent notice which was taken ol 
er, had an influence to dissipate from ‘er mind serrous thoughts, od 


‘o prevent her from a punctual attendance to the praver meetines. 
When several of her neighbours and fmends, Decame the suineets oi 


vrace, she was ever ready “oO shun them. One day alter earings 

ecture preached, she was socrted Dv a ‘uInpanion tO sro, on the en 
sulin’ evening, To a meeting of enquir’ Vo this ‘eqquest sie made 
mections, inuinating that sue was net serrous, and that tt would 
ye @ mark of yvoucrtsy for her to attend. Sil she would not es: 


rate to meet with the members ai the church, who were expecting to 
issemble at the same time, in a separate mace, toumplore the met 
¥ (Sod unpen anxious sinners. Wren the season of praver had ar 
wved, sie ranked jTersetf amopy this Jand of Chrtstans. Soon the 
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vast a pensive look around, and lo! there was no one with her whe 

was not m the attitude of devotion. This scene, associated with a 
reference to the employ ments of the heavenly world, served to con 

vince her that with her natural disrelish for holiness, these employ 
aents would be to her a drudgery. 

All their songs of harmony, ‘sighs of contrition, and fervent suppl 
cations, were the means of deepening this impression, Te was nof 
tong, however, before she lett the house and wandered about, exposed 
to the « hilling damps of evening. At a late hour, searcely knowing 
where she had been or what were the reasons of her agony, she en- 
tered the dwelling of an acquaintance, where she remained through 
the mght and the nextday. In the mean time, her sighs were heard 
in every apartment of the house; trembling seized her frame, and 
that paleness, which is expressive of horror, spread over her counte 
nanee. She atterwards returned to her maternal abode, borne down 
by the settled conviction, that if the society of christians on earth 
rendered her so miserable, she must be unqualified for Heaven. 

With this conviction were connected a view of the strictness of 
God’s law, her rejection of Christ, and the retrospect of a life of re 
bellion. ‘The morning of the next Lord’s day, witnessed her last 
struggles under the influence of nature’s darkness. In the courts 
of the living God she felt the dawn of peace, and was lost amid the 
charms of liberty. It was to her a sabbath of rest. Such blessed- 
ness appeared to her to encircle the minister, and so conspicuous 
was the presence of Christ in the sanctuary, that she entered fully 
into the feelings of Israel’s monarch; “ 0 that L had wings like a 


dove, then would I fly away and be at rest... At the intermission, 
she addressed the minister, re yeating twice the assurance, “ God 
must and will be praised.” > She directly commenced with vigour 


and resolution the discharge of her duty towards others; and, 
during her subsequent life, she has been enabled by divine grace to 
exhibit evidences that she has experienced that renovation of heart, 
‘ without which no man can see the Lord.” 

Reader! if you are still destitute of this moral change, reflect as 
did this youth, who saw that she was naturally unfit to imhabit the 
realms of light. You have the same heart of enmity and unbelief, 
and if you were admitted into Heaven, your expec tations would be 
at once defeated. There you would fain expect to see your friends 
in sin, and those whom you loved on account of their native amiable 
ness and talents; but contrar y to your expectations you would re 
gret their abeence and find none but these who were devoted to 
Christ. Nor would you be pleased with the laws which are there 
observed. 

The exclusion of sin, sensuality, and worldly interests, and ad 
mission of nothing but holiness, would be too strict a regulation fo 
your depraved nature. “And there shall in no wise enter into it, 
any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, o1 
maketh a lie; but they which are written in the Lamb’s book of life.” 
For you it would be a tedious task to view the effulgence of divine 
glory, and to contemplate unmixed with impurity, the character ol 
that God who “hateth all workers of iniquity.” The employments, 
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an, Of that Wortd Would not be congenial ‘6 your feshnos. Fae am 


wonies oF Mmgeis. the adaeration it seraphin and eherubun,. and the 


songs of wioriled saints. Mstead of Seing 4 Geneht, won'd be an in 


_ ‘ 
SNerapie Jurdien. 
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The love which gervades the breasta of the cates 
tal hosts, and thea holy services are of 4uch a nature as would dis 
‘ract vour unpions seul. [Ff in this wortd of grace, yon have a ear’ 
Mw ocepetlion against (rod, if von find no dafstaciion in his worship and 
woinanees, © it 0e 4 Jurden co spend ‘he sabbath in sacred exercises 
i devonon is an unwetcome duty. and the ceyuivemenis of the ZO8 
9e! are a Usk. lOW can vou 30e prenared for heaven’. nobler employ 
nents* Besides, your moral exercises ave in thew aature, forall 

liferent trom those of le miabirants of zlery: and, of course, yon 
nust De ancialifiedt for such a state of biesseriness. The detignt of 
the armies of Gleaven. consists in loving, serving, and praising (ror, 
n ubeving the |aws of is kingdom, and (on exerting their every pew 

“yr for the gromouen of usziory. Bow chen can von vhe seek vom 
lappimess in accumulating treasures upon earth, and in velisiing ‘he 
Vieasures oF sin. de It co share on he detignts of hese sporiess deni: 

ius, i vou were oO lave admittance inte their semery. Sem ao i 

rferse to che aature of ther fetienty. and the eaming stories of (hist 

ru would ong to cetreat ‘o earth. and again Qave your vision De 

limmed Jv the shadows of time and sense. With cus aversion 
ViCcn coustantiy desdens the sensiblines of vour consm@ence. ind 
yeventS vour mnorai tiscernmenr, 7m ate lastening *0 the erive, 


LY 
uid cv the omDunat of vour Judge. The deosion whether von are 
ways ww vemainl wnrezenerated, will soon de made. ‘for ve chat 


Wail come, wil come. and wil avert carry.” MMos 
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THERE isa sweetness in womans vee. 


Vinen the ongnt cnceiantment of youtt is con 


When the lignt of beauty is fading away, 

1nd “he ‘int that grow'a, anu "he cye ‘at anon 
MIG iaited wound itS glance of puwer, 
Mid the ip that wed with tthe sweetest towe: 
hat cver'n ?xstum’s® surden view, 

Ireeyer Was steep din imyrant aew, 

Viren cal, *t 


Sut (he Oveiness Ingenng round tte Gea. 
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here is 4 sweetness in Jeauty’s close 
wake the prefume scentine the wilter’d rose 
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and hey eves are kindled with hallow dd pars, 

And « veil of xpotless PrUyser 

Bax mantied her cheek with ifs heavenly dve. 

Lake a cloud whereon th queen of night 

Has pound her softest tint af helt i 

And there is a Mending of white and blue, 
purple blood is melting through 

The snow of her pale and tender cheek . 

And there are tones, that ew eetly speak 

OY a spint, who longs for a purer dav, 


And is ready to wing her Aight away 

In the fush of wouth and the spring of feeling 
When lite, hke a sunny stream, is stealing 

lis silent steps through a flowery path, 
Andall the endearments, that pleasure hath, 
Are pour’d from her full, o’erflowing horn, 
When the rose of enjovment conceals no thor 
In her lightness ofheart, to the cheery song 
Phe maiden may tmp in the dance along, 
And think of the passing moment, that lies, 
Like afairv dream, in her dazzled eves, 

And vicld to the present, that charms around 
With all that is lovely in sught and sound, 
Where a thousand pleasing phantoms flit, 
With the voice of mirth, and the burst of wit, 
And the music that steals to the bosom's core 
And the heart in its fullness flowing o'er 
With a few big drops, that arc soon repress’d, 
For short is the stay of griefin her breast 

In this enliven’d and gladsome hour 

rhe spirit may burn with a brighter pow’r; 
But dearer the calm and quiet day, 

When the heaven-sick soul is stealing away 


And when her sun is low declining, 

And life wears out with no repining, 

And the whisper, that tells of early death, 

Is soft as the west wind’s balmy breath, 
When it comes, at the hour of still repose, 
To sleep inthe breast of the wooing rose ; 
And the lip, that swell’d with a living glow, 
Is pale as a curl of new-fall’n snow ; 

And her cheek, hike the Parian stone, is fair, 
But the hectic spot that flushes there, 

When the tide of hfe, from its secret dwelling 
In a sudden gush, is deeply swelling, 

And giving a tinge to her icy lips, 

Like the crimson rose’s brightest tips, 

As richly red, and as transient too, 

As the clouds in autumn’s sky of blue, 

That seem like a host of glory met 

To honour the sun at his golden set : 

O! then, when the spirit is taking wing, 
How fondly her thoughts to her dear one cling. 
As if she would blend her soul with his 

In a deep and long imprinted kiss ; 

So, fondly the panting camel fl es, 

Where the glassy vapour cheats his eyes, 
And the dove from the falcon seeks her nest, 
And the infant shrinks to its mother’s breast 
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tnd choneh ver ayvin® voice be mite 


r fuint as the tones of an unstrung: ints 
tnd thongh the giow from her cheek be A 
Lond her pale lips coid. as the marble dead 
Ber eve still beams unwonted Ares 
With «a woman’s love and a saint’s desire 
tod her lastfand, linrering lonk is giv’) 
To the love she leaves. and then to heav’n 
Ls if she wonld Dbearthat iove vawiy 


‘oa purer world and a brehter da 


wunwt THE CoOL. VTA 


LiL ais the ormvmiece of che saints of (God. oitentimes 


ev a peace that ‘ passeth andertanding,”~ it is alse cher lor occ 


ah] 


ional’ co axpertence seasens of peculiar deyection and sorraw 1S 
ms ever Deen The cuse WIL them from ne eartrest (imes until the 
resent day LiTernare joy ind Sorrow fave ever vJeen Me yertion 

rath 
W these remarks mere strikingty exemplified than in the justory o} 
Yavid. che author of che words abeve quoted. LC one ime. we see 
iM JASKINE in the sunsiine v wospemrty, raise, as it were. to the 


‘ary giimacie of terrestrial feliatv—at another, grovetling in the 
ailey of deecnon. Ee was oftentimes called bv the Providence 
4 (sor, co pass thronen Gerais of the severest sind. The unnatural 
eniuct of us rebetlions son, the perfidy of us professed mend: 
nd the persecution of Ns avowed enimies, were prolific sources oj 
eed and sorrow tence, we often lear im expressing (umself, in 
elation “oO us ‘roupies, in the strongest anct must pathenc (angnage 

un weary,” savs Je, “with my groamng, 1] the might make 
ny bed coswin. © water my couch with tears. Gas che Lord 
orgoiten to de grameus © ts ius mercy clean gone forever’ © tha 


ail wings like adeve! for then would L fy away and de at vest. 

“here are, doubriess, seasons in the experrence of almost ever" 
nid of Ged, when ve can adopt, with peculiar feeling, che pian 
ve strains of the Psaimust. Lo such times, l0W suvotThinge co Jreathe 
mt our compiaints c Gur Jeaveniy Father, in the expressive jan 
cuage ot the Psaimist ow conseiing to mingte our tears with the 
nan * after sous own Jeart.”? and vith lin cry for succuur and re 
let’) Lndeed. under such circumstances, surrow itself is sweee. 

Mren would the DeNever, when jarassed DOV anxiety and care 
cadly avail uumseif of the wings of the dove, and Hy away and de 
ieresi. Lr such Gmes, lew delgnttul. the thougnts vi peaceiul suit 
ude appear to im! ©, says he, that L could reare from the dustie 
und comiusion of the wortd co sume (onety spot, where nethiog would 
listir) My leer’, or interrupt my enjoyment 

















CDoastaan PRenrervolenck AXS 


Bui tavs vs not the only source from which arises the depeetion of 


he behevel The treachery of professed frionds, the opposition of 
vemies, the misfortunes and disappointinents Mm regard to worldly 
atairs, make \ » buta small part ot the trials of che Christian. Tt is 
he ofeci of sim which he discovers around him, that is the oveat 


“i ve of all his troubles, Contemplating this gloomy eubyper t. he ie 
ready to crv out with ene of eld,“ 7 ecowld net dive always 2° While 

nder the influence ef these feelings, whichever way he turns his 
eves, he soes nothing that ig calculated to allure, to delight, or to 
satisfy On every hand he meets with something calculated to pain 
ana to OTIEVe. He beholds the ruins of the fall sedttered around him 


. paintrl variety, and his eve meets no object on which he does not 
see enstamped tn glaring letters, the eect of sin. In imagination 
e survevs the globe on which we stand, He traverses the dreary 
ations of heathenism, and witnesses the innumerable and almost 
neredible scenes of cruelty, and obscene idolatry, He casts his 
ey ¢€ OoVvei thre sc parts at the Wal ld called Chi istran, and he SCOR TN h 
o regret and te deplore. Pride, ambition, tvranny, Oppression, 
realousv, envy. backbiting, dissension, wars, murders, aud a host of 
the crimes, rear their hy dra-heads in all thei frightful deformity 
He turns his eve within and there he finds still more te mortify and 
distress him. Depravity presents its: if to his view in a thousand 
differs nt forms. ‘Thus he wanders over this Wwret¢ hed world, vol 
he becoms weary and exhausted, and Ihe Noah's dove, finds no rest 
or the sole of his foot. But thanks he toe God, there is an ark in 


hic h | 1e 2 wy find rest. Thee \ e of taith ean pene trate these almost 


mpe rvious « Touds of gloom, and discover a brighter and more glor 

eus scene. Aided bv the te lescope of the gospel, it can reach the 
regions of pur ity and blessedness, and w ander ever these cele ‘stial 
tlominions with satisfaction and delight. There he beholds the 
throne of God and the Lamb—there stands the tree of life, laden 
with a rich variety of fruit—and there runs the pure river of water, 

whose chrystal streams will for ever flow without alloy. There, 
instead of the noise of discord, and the cries of distress, he hears the 
melody of redeeming love, “in strains as sweet as angels use.” "The 
ransomed of the. Lo rd out of every nation, kindre “dl, and tongue, joun 
the heavenly choir, and litt their voices in loud ase riptions of praise to 
Him that sitteth upon the throne, and to the Lamb forever. Why, 

then, art thou cast down, dejected saint, since thou hast such hopes 
and such prospec ts to animate thee? What though storms trouble 
and rage around thee,—they will soon be over, and thou wilt arrive 
at a home of eternal peace, where the wicked cease from troubling 
and the weary are at rest. BARNABAS. 


CHRISTIAN BENEVOLENCE 


UNE of the most prominent features of the Christian religion, is 

a disposition to do good. Indeed the very nature of it is benevo 

fence. Itis directly opposite to those contracted feelings of selfish- 
46 
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354 Christian Benevolence 


ness, which characterize other systems of religion. And it is @ 
benevolence, too, of the most exalted and expansive kind. It does 
not confine itself to a small compass, or to such objects as are most 
likely to reciprocate its favours.  [t is indiscriminate in its applica 
tion, and as general as the human family. How conspicuous does 
this glorious and heavenly virtue appear in the great Author of this 
religion. Not to mention the infinite love which he displayed in 
leaving the © elorv which he had with the Father,” and resiening 
himself to an ignominious death, it is said that while on earth, “« Ae 
went about doing good.’ it was “his meat and drink,” to heal 
the sick, to relieve the distressed, to supply the wants of the desti 
tute, and to “ bind up the broken hearted.” Instead of associating 
with the rich and the great, we find him mingling with the suc lety 
of the poor and wretched, “ eating with public ans and sinners,” and 
improving every opportunity of a sood to those around him.— 
And this has been the character of the most distinguished of his fol- 
lowers. What an example of Melamanal venevolence does the 
history of Paul, and other primitive Christians present to our view. 
What excessive hardshi iips and privations did they not endure for 
the good of others. Their lives seem to have been passed in toiling 
with incessant diligence and zeal tor the welfare and happiness of 
man. Paul could even say, “ t could wish myself accursed from 
Christ, for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh.” In 
deed, the express injuziction of this religion is, “ thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself’ it even teaches us tolove our enemies. In- 
stead of calling down fire to consume them, it pities and forgives, 
even “ until seventy times seven.” 

if, then, we possess the spirit of Christ, without which, we are 

told, we cannot be his disciples, we shall seek the happiness and 
salvation of a perishing world. Unwilling to enjoy the hopes and 
consolations of the gospel alone, we shail long to have the whole 
world “taste and see that the Lord is gracious.’ “ Our heart’s de 
sire, and prayer to God, for them will be that they may be saved.” 

And we shall not be satisfied with merely expressing this desire, 
but we shall “ put our hands to the plough,” and labour to effect it. 
Our prayers, our substance, and our exertions, will be sacredly con. 
secrated to this object. What then must we say of those spec ulatine 
@hristians whose hearts have never burnt for the salvation of then 
perishing fellow men: who have never offered upa single prayer te 
trod in their behalf—who have never made a single effort to pluck 
them as brands from the burming. What must we say of those whe 
have not only done nothing to meliorate the condition of a world ly 
ing in wickedness, but have opposed the exertions of those whe 
would have all men to be saved, aud come to the knowledge of the 
truth? What must be said of those professed Christians who can 
look upon the heathen world, and feel no yearnings over their deplo 
rable condition? Let such &/ush to call themselves the followers ol 
the benevolent Jesus. Call yoursives any thing but Christians. 
With what feelings do you expect to meet the heathen world at the 
har of God? Will you exult in your past negligence and indifference 
to the concerns of their souls—and rejoice that vou never made a 





a 


ne 


fnovghts on Christian Charity. 355 


singie efort ‘> save them from the awful-doom that now awaits 
them? Will che awful sentence about to Me pronounced upon them, 


“depart,” Rll you with jov ? . 

As was observed above, the benevolence of the gospel is expansive. 
It is like the undulation produced by the fall of a stone into a pool ; 
which at first is buta small cirele: but it extends wider and wider, 
uni it reaches the shore. Supposing that the apostles and primi 
tive Christians had been satistied with their own salvation: er even 
with labour ing in Jerusalem and Judea: what would have heen our 
condition at the present times Should we nat, th 
probably be now traversing a trackless wilderness, With our bew and 
arrow,—a few skins being all our possessgons? Ye mothers, why de 
ve not carry your tender offspring to a river, and toss them into the 
jaws of the monsters of the deep? Ye children, why do ye not con 
vey vour mothers to the funeral pile, and set fire to the faggots that 
are to consume them? Why do ye not conduct your aged parents to 
the banks of some riyer to perish, that vou may not have them to sup 
port? ‘This might have been the case, had thot the benevolence of the 
gospel been infused into the hearts of the apostles and primitive 
Christians. 

But it is consoling to think that while some, who call themselves 
Christians, are opposing the spread of the gospel, there are others, 
many others, who feel its importance, and are labouring to promote 
it. ‘To such would we say, go on, let opposition only fire you with 
the greater zeal—* Lift up your veice like a trumpet, cry aloud and 
spare not—for Zion's sake hold not your peace, and for Jerusalem’ s 
sake suffer yourselves not to rest, until the righteousness thereof go 
forth as brightness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp that b urneth.”” 

, Pau. 
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FROM THE MISSIONARY HERALD 


THOUGHTS ON CHRISTIAN CHARITY 
’ 

A GENTLEMAN from a distance, lately wrote to us as fo! 
lows: 
«] have long been desirous of rendering some aid to your society. 
My circumstances, however, have been such, that I knew not how 
‘to contribute money. But having recently commenced business, 
with very moderate prospects, it occurred to me that I had a right, 
if it were not clearly my duty, to set apart a certain portion of the 
Lord’s gifts for his cause in the earth. I have, therefore, taken a 
certain part of every gain, small or great, and devoted it to the ser 
vice of God. The amount has not indeed been large; but, by being 
carefully managed, it has enabled me to assist in the support of an 
aged disciple, during the whole time I have been in business, and to 
support her wholly, for two months of that time ; and also to contri- 
bute a weekly stipend for a poor and wretched family. Besides this, 
I have been enabled, within six months, to contribute $10 to the 
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reneral cause of religion. in addition te the 65, which T now enciass 
{ would not trouble van with this communication, were if not to tel} 
”# the satisfaction | have derived from this plan.—The money laid 
side, is not considered mine at all. The onlv mauiry, when ai 
pplication is made, is, Have [ any thine in the treasury, and how 
can [ dispose of it to the best advantage ? [ feel as thongh [ were 
putting my hand ihto the Lord’s treasury, and acting for him.—f 
lave no doubt, Sir, that the deductions made on every gain, hav 


een saved in carefulness and economy.” 


ON this article we propose to offer afew thouehts, which have oc 
cured to our minds while reflecting upon it, and which we shall ar 
range under four topics ;—The reasonme of our correspondent 
his pian; its liberal results; and its economy 


re r . 
His Reasoning 


rT 
‘e E-8 


aving recently commenced business, with very moderate pros- 
pects, it occurred to me, that [had a right, if it were not clearly a 
duiy, to set apart a certain portion of the Lord’s gifts for his cause 
in the earth."—This reasoning would appear conclusive only to a 
benevolent mind. [t would be used only by one, who loved to aid, 
by his property, the cause of God. 7 

\ reflectiion upon the above extract, which seems important, is, 
that the subject of Christian charity came ap seasonably. It enter- 


ed ito the provisions and plans, formed at the commencement. of 


business. Ourcorrespondent set ont, with a practical acknowledg- 
ment of the Giver of every good thing.—He also contemplated the 
subrect, in its mos/ interesting point of views. Some alway’ seem to 
regard chartty in what Ceeil would perhaps call a“ dey light ;?’—sim- 
ply as an imperous duty, from which they cannot escape. Of 
course, they seldom give liberally ; and never give cheerfully. Not 
[; 


ry 


30, ourcorrespondent. might be his duty : or tt might net be. ‘That 
was not the object of his inquiry. He is resolved to give, if he can 
lo it lawfully. Ele will not be restrained from the sacrifice, provid 
“i the sacrtiice De no sin. 


is not this evidently the spirit, which “ seeketh not her own °°" Does 
ft need to be solicited: to be urged: to be driven onward b¥ a conviction 
of stern obligation? No such thing. [t goes forward unsolicited ; 
without urging ; without driving. There is an active prinetple 
within, which needs only to be regulated. [tis the spirtt, which 
st. Paul so warmiv commended tn the Macedonians, who, though 
“in a great trial of affliction,” and in “ deep poverty,” were meh in 
tiberality, giving “ to their power, vea, and beyond their power,” 

mn. Vil, 2, 3. likes not the calculations of the world. Thes 
are too cold, too slow, too unrelenting. “Uhe maxims of the world, 
iso, are too little modilied by those amazing truths, which have been 


drawn trem eternity, and treasured up inthe word of God. Henee 


, al . } . al ! ‘ 
the ward ofen denounce that as enthusiastic, wnien is rulv con- 


sserate; and that as rasp, which is the height of prudence ; and 


thac as toliv, which 1s true wisdom. 1 NOLIN is this more seen, 
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than m respect to the use of money : for m respect to nothing earth 
ly is the world more oat of the wav, than in vegard to the vse of 
money ; and in nothing would it be more likely to find occasion for 
condemning men, who are truly considerate, prudent, and wise. 

Returning to the case of our correspondent, we remark, that the 
Hime, and the manner in which he took up the subje ct of Christian 
charity, must commend itself to everv man’s conscience: and 
should excite ev ery professed follower of Christ, as far as possible. 
to do likewise. 


His Plan. 

“ T have, therefore, taken a certain part of every gain, small o 
ereat and devoted if to the service of God. The money laid aside, 
is not considered mine at all. The galv inquiry, when an applica. 
tion is made, is, Have LT any thing in the treasury, and how can I 
dispose of it to the best advantage ? T feel as though T were putting 
mv hand into the Lord’s treasury, and acting for him.”’ 

“Some people give according to no rule; wholly at random 
Whether such are faithful stewards, or will ever receive the re 
ward of faitliful stewards, admits of a doubt. Every object. is 
not a proper object of charity ; and there is great danger of mistak 
ing the right amount, and the right proportions.—In respect to the 
anount ot ms charities, our correspondent hada rule. He conse- 
crated a certain portion of every gain. Hf his gains were great, so 
were to be his charities: the measure of his gains was the measure 
of his liberality. Some rule is certainly better than none; and per- 
haps the rule, ‘which he adopted, is better than any other. By this 
means, he made the business of charity a daily business. He kept 

the subject constantly before him. His acts of charit y became, in 
fact. as numerous as his gains. ‘The money thus consecrated, he no 
more regards as his own. = It is holy. He only holds it in trust. 
He uses it fer another. He acts for God.—He also deliderates re 
specting the ebjects, and the proportions, of his charities : not 
whether he shall bestow it at all—that has been settled.—but, in 
what manner? on what objects? in what relative proportions : 


dis Liberal Results. 


« The amount has not indeed been large ; but, by being carefully 
managed, it has enabled me to assist in the support of an aged disci 
ple during the w hole time I have been in business, and to support 
her wholly, for two months of that time; and also to contribute a 
weekly stipend for a poor and wretched family. Besides this, I 
have been enabled, within six months, to contribute 810 to the ge 
neral cause of religion, in addition to the $5, which | now enclose.” 

See the benefit of system The case of this man, in respect toa 
a is the case of the great proportion of the community. But, 
how ‘Sew do so much! How few feel able to do so much! Alas ! 
few comparitively, have any fixed intention, any rule, any system, 
sn respect to charity. Caprice, accident, chance, determines, in 
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fnouznts on Christian Charity 
4 , 


nuititudes of cases, the objects, tae propertions, ind fhe amount, ot 


“huritable donations vhiie, with very many, money is alway 
scurce, they are aiwavs poor, calis ror charit vy ave always numerons 
specially of \ate.—when a call is made. Why s tine ? Not al 


Vays Decause thnere is no Denevotence mit, offen yecause there 


- 


ww system, no settied and wise plan, in the lischarge of this nehest 
Lobiest, most unportant business of life. Yhough the amount saver 
Vv our correspondent, was det larve. it was carefully nanaged. And 
what arevenue of cood did it produce! One of the Lord’s poor is 
ed. clothed. sheittered, and cheered, im ver passage fo the tomb. and 
oa vetter world. . weekly stipend is alse afforded to a distressert 
anil tnd, in addition co all this, a larger sum of money, bv four 
mes, than many, in vetter urcumstances, contribute, as their sam 
Tot lor a whole year, Was Qiven as he appropriation tor six months, 
othe wenerai interests of the church. No wonder the plan has at 
orded (o the cenerous deviser much satisiaction, as e assures us it 
ws. “ [tis more Diessed to give, than to recerve.” 


aad 


ils “economy. 


‘TL have no aoubt, Sir, that (he deductions made on every 
lave Deen saved in carefuiness and economy.” 

Whoever adopis a svstem with respect to us charties, wil be 
ikely to do lus other business systematically. W wever is conse: 
mtlous and exact, in compiving with charitable claims upen 
vill be so ins other concerns: and this will lead to the truest 
yest COONUOML 


raul, 


11m. 


ind 
te, who spends one part of every vain to promote 


he cause of God in the wortd, will not be inclined to spend the othe: 


art thoughtlessiy, or extravagantly, or wickedly. « There is that 
scultereth, and yet increaseth ind there is that withhvideth more 
han is meet, but it tendeth to poverty.” Prov. xi, 24. The biess- 


ngei \imighty God must be assigned as the uitimate and primarr 
eason of this increase; Dut then ‘here are other proximate and se- 
ondary reasons. The vare fact of bestowing charity, provided it 
‘esuits irom a proper motive, must dave amoral influence on the 
eart, which shail be leit and eximbited in the whole manner of living 


ynuil these Christian acts are carmed into the common Dusiness 


] 
ile, wd are nuitipiied o the numvper of the FTALS in commercial! 
rinsactions, (hey must so orig into view, and 101d Up DelOore the 
nina, the rospet nolves anu ruies OL DUrIly, ahd ONeSstY, and ic 


ive diligence ; as greatly to prevent peverty, and the numbertess 
lisappointments in pecumiary concerns, to which men are ilabie 
You now what is necessary, in order (hat the gospel may 


oevery creature, anu the Lord Jesus 


ye seni 
ecelve the promised rewarti 
4 ‘us suifertngs; but that every Christian should be 


comscrentious, 
eystematuc, and liberai in lus chartties? “he ability 


4 the Chirts 
tan chureh, as 2 Duody, (0 make Known the way of lile to every 


am 
iy ipon carth, ts Jeeh proved (O00 ufen fo heed 


preut (Tom Us. 
Were every Chirtsiian to do its duty, the work, creat 
tone. And sance so litle las Deen 


ts it is, would 


tected, and so much re- 
nains (6 ve accompiusned, There inust ve a distressing negieet of ain 
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Whey Phidosophers destihe Messrorns 


ty sOMeN hore We trust the example of our cerrespandent, will 
* prot oke™ some te abound in thease " good works,” the diveet ten 

feney of which is, te mehorate the present condition, and to shed 
aught trem heaven en the future and endless prospects of millions of 
cmmortal bongs, We hope, that, in respect fo many, it wall be the 
means of raising the standard of Christian charity making it as 
mach the olject of forethought and plan, as any other emplovment; 
carrying if ute the business of every dav: and rendering it the 
areat and prumary olyect of life that whieh, more than any thing 
else, wmparts a value. and pleasure, and desivableness to this mortal 
existence, this © little piece of lite everlasting.” 

We close this article, already foo much protracted, with an extract 
from “ Law’s Serious Call.” 

“The manner ef using our money, or spending our estate, enters 
so far inte the business of every day, and makes so great a part ot 
our common life. that our common life must be much of the same 
nature, as our common way of spending our estate. Tf reason and 
religion govern us in this, then reason and religion hath got great 
heldofus: but if humour, pride and taney, are the measures of ou 
spending our estates, then humour, pride and taney, will have the 
direction of the greatest part of our life.” 


WHY PHILOSOPHERS DISLIKE MISSIONS 


NOTHING short of those motives, which sustain the missionary 
cause, ever induced men, or ever will induce them, to wear out 
their lives in the most laborious employment of raising up from 
their low and lost condition the helpless children of strangers and 
foreigners. 

Philosophers approve of education and civilization; though they 
ridicule the very idea of a Christian mission. But what philosopher 
ever went to reside among savages, for the purpose of teaching thei 
children ? What philosopher ever formed an alphabet for the sounds 
of a language never before written? Yet these things are done by 
missionaries. Strange, that the very things which philosophers ap 
plaud, should be accomplished only by Missionaries, the very men 
whom philosophers despise. The reason, however, as Dr. Chalmers 
suggests, is obvious. Missionaries carry the gospel. They are la 
bouring for the interests of men, as immortal beings. If they were 
not influenced by these high and commanding motives, they never 
would have zeal enough to live among the pagans at all; and, ot 
course, could never introduce literature amoag them. But philoso 
phers cannot bear those truths, which the gospel always presents ; 
nor these men, by whom the gospel is urged as necessary to salva 
tion. ib, 
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REVIVALS OF RELIGION 


{ REVIVAL commenced some time since in Sou thamptoa, 
Mass. and is still progressing. Christians have been greatly re 
treshed. and many whe were tar from Ged and far from righteous 
hess, are now rejoicing in (rod. It is believed that upwards of 170 
we idulging hopes that they have passed from death unto life 
More than 200 now attend the anxious meeting 
‘arnestly enquiring to know what they shall do to be saved. 


$s, many of whom are 


At Easthampton God is doing great things: abort 90 have hope 


i 


fully been born into the kingdom of the Redeemer. About 200 at- 
end the anxious meetings. A deep solemnity pervades the whole 
town, and many are impressed with a sense of their euilt and danger 
and seem determined to rest short of nothing but an interest in the 
Saviour. Christians in that place appear not yet to be satisfied ; and 
itis believed that they will not soun cease praying for the cause oi 
Christ and the salvation of souls. The work has been gradual. at 

tended with no noise ner confusion; but with such power as to break 
lown at once all opposition, ‘The false refuges of sinners have been 
swept away, and they have found themselves condemned, and with- 
mit excuse in the sight of God. Many stout-hearted have been 


nts and children have beeur 


umbled at the feet of Jesus. P: 
‘ogether the song of redeeming love. 

\ work of grace has commenced in Norwich, and is rapidly in 
creasing, in Westhampton also, a revival has begun and is spread 
ng through the town. About 70 or 80 attend the inquiry meetings 
uid several are reyoicing in hope. [n Northampton are some hope 
ful appearances: Christians are beginning to take hold of the pro 
mises with a good degree of confidence and assurance, and the 
snemies of religton are agitated and disturbed. In Hadley the 
spirit has been poured out, and several have been brought to submit 
the work is increasing 
Chere are indications that God is about to bestow rich blessings 
ipon all ius churches in that region, ) 


themselves to God: many are serious and 


LITERARY NOTICE 
. 
4 VOLUME of sermons by the late Rev. Henry Marry, is now in the 
bookstores, containing twenty sermons on the tollowig subjects 
On the Atonement, Heb. ix, 22.—The love of God in the erft of his Son, 
John in, 16.—The reigns ot Sin and Grace, Rom. v, 20, 21.—The Scriptures 
nore persuasive than any mirecuious appearances, Luke xv 1.—The 
doom of the wicked, Ps. ix, 17.— Che deceittulness of the he art, vcr. XVil, 


9.—Trmbulation the way to the Kingdom, Acts xiv, 22.—The Christian walk, 


Col. u, 6.—Felix, Acts xxiv, 25.—Invitation ot the Spint and the Brick 
Rev. xxn, 17.— rhe new creature , Cor . 17.—Nature and means of 0 
version, \cts ity ’o,— The Lpostie 's desermption ul SAUUTALION | rit 
Chmstians, | Cor. 1, l—o.— he preach ne of Christ crucihed, 1 Cor , 3» 
4.—Rhe Church a spimtual building, Eph. nu, 19—22. Phas rembiug 
iF kk r, Act ¥3. Y—51.— Phe state ut Nature, pit. l, | ——, —'he stat ri 
Grace, Eph. n, -—7.—Christ’s grand commission to lus Apostics, Matt 


KX vill. L6—-20.—--C hostuan India, Gal, y1, LV, 
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